21 Mistakes not to make while studying your Bible:
Plus 17 rules and other guidelines to properly understand Scripture.
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Dedicated to my loving daughter Naomi who spent hours helpingutney
thoughts into words.

Notes:
Unless otherwise noted, all quotes are from the King James Version of the Bible.

Unless otherwise noted all is emphasis my own.
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Introduction
A short while ago, | got into a friendly debate with a brother over aicgréaable:

And again he [Jesus] said, Whereunto shall | liken the kingdom of God? It
is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal, till
the whole was leavenedLuke 13:2621

The result of that debate was to realize how impoitasifor us to learn how to study the

Scripture. We should all have an intense love for the Sacred Scripture; yet, if you study the Bible
with others, you will soon discover that the Christian community is divided over the interpretation
of many passages scripture. Why do Christians disagree on so many points of doctrine?
(Evidenced by the thousands of different sects.) | have concluded that in every case where there is
a disagreement, one or both brothers have madstake in the way they interprdte Word of

God.

One of the heaviest moments in my life comes when | hear a pastor misinterpret a passage of
scripture. Seeing a congregation nod their head when hearing an interpretation that violates several
rules of interpretation and as a result souik@sa wet rag is truly grieving. Knowing that the

pastor will never change, though the Word when properly understood would be like a fire in our
soul.

One way to find our way out of this morass is to look at the Bible passages which the Christian
commurity is divided upon; then we must try to find the rule or principle that is being violated that
causes the misunderstanding. Then we apply what we have learned in future Bible studies.

Our purpose here is not to interpret the Bible, there are books thainglteady. Instead, after
learning how to avoid common mistakes, the believer will have sound guidelines so that he himself
can understand what God is saying.

The prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a dream; laadhat hath my
word, let him speak mword faithfully. What is the chaff to the wheat?
saith the LORD.

Is not my word like as a fire®aith the LORD; and like a hammer that
breaketh the rock in pieces?Jeremiah 23:289

Do not settle for the chaff! Learn how to thresh for the wheat.ofiheway for real unity in the
church is for each of us to put away our own
you want his word to be as a fire, |l earn how

All interpretations inliis study are real examples, from real teachers. | deliberately give examples
where Christians have commonly misinterpreted Scripture. My hope is not that you are offended,
rather that you make sure your doctrines have a sure foundation. The Lord commanded

This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt
meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according
to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous,
and then thou shalt have good sess- Joshua 1:8
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AND David affirms

But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate
day and night: Psalm 1:2

Final Notes

You will need to know the definition of these two words in this study. Though they sound similar
theyhave the opposite meaning.

Exegete To understand doctrine from the study of scripture.
Eisegete To read into scripture your understanding of doctrine.

It will also be helpful to, at least partially, understand the following doctrines as we study.

Eternal Security The belief that a true believer cannot lose his salvation.

Eternal Punishment: A punishment for unbelievers that lasts ferev

Families saved by faith:  The belief that if you have enough faith, your family will also be
saved.

Israel in the end days: There is some controversy as to whether the prophets predicted

Israel would return to their land in thend Dayss[the
author afirms that they did]

Pretribulation Rapture The belief that the saints will meet the Lord in the air and thus
escape the Great Tribulation.

The Mark of the Beast ~ The belief that at the end of the age, an antichrist will cause
everyone to worship an image and receive a mark in order
to buy orsell.

Soul Sleep: The belief that when you die, you are unconscious until the
Judgment Day.

Russia's invasion ofsrael: In chapter 38, Ezekiel predicted an invasion from the north in
the last days.

The Great Tribulation: The last seven years of thisead\ time of great distress as God
punishes the nations..

Your position on these doctrines is not important, however, understanding them will help make the
examples they are used in, easier to follow.
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To Get Started

Mistake #1: Not Being Born Again

Before you start on your quest to understandBibée, you must have a relationship with God.
This is because the Scriptures themselves say:

But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the veil is upon their heart.
Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the veil shall be taken away,
- 2nd Corinhians 3:1516

AND

But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they
are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are
spiritually discerned: 1 Corinthians 2:14
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Many people have entered into a relationship Wt simply by reading the Scripture. However,

a new believer will still need to study carefully; otherwise, he will fall for false doctrine brought in
by differentsectsof the church. While the new believer in Jesus should share his newfound faith,
he is not yet qualified to teach. Paul, talking about appointing elders in the church, said:

Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into tbedemnation of
the devil.- 1 Timothy 3:6

Moreover, to timothy he added:

Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth2 Timothy 2:15

The way to the kingdom is clear. To be borniag@eceive His Holy Spirit) we must believe in
Jesus.

Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of Glwhn 3:3

There are no other good works involved. Jesus paid the fori@ur sins in full, it cost him his life.
He made this atonement for us with his own blood. Three days later, he rose from the dead.

But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of
God, even to them that believe on his nandehn 1:12

AND

But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.
- John 20:31

AND

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is
the gft of God: Not of works, lest any man should boaBphesians 2:8®

AND

For | determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and
him crucified.- 1 Corinthians 2:2

What hinders our belief?

And this is the condemnation, that light is comte the world, and

men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.
For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the
light, lest his deeds should be reprovedohn 3:1920

To him that overcomes, God has given gnpromises, including:
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If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and
we will come unto him, and make our abode with hirdohn 14:23

AND

If ye love me, keep my commandments. And | will pray the Fathehegand
shall give you anther Comforter, that he may abide with you foreyer
Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth
him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you,
and shall be in yow.John 14:1517

So, the very firstequirement to understand the Bible is tdi@¥n againand then in communion
with him, he willguide you into all truth

Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is corhe,will guide you into all
truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoevestial hear, that
shall he speak: and he will show you things to condehn 16:13

Without the Holy Spirit, there is no system of interpretation that will properly expound the Bible.
Peter warned of unbelievers trying to interpret the Scripture.

As alsom all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are
some things hard to be understood, which they thatalearned and
unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own
destruction - 2 Peter 3:16

Your pride will hide tke truth from you, lest you should stop sinning. We would all like to

understand the Bible this is why there are so many 'best sellers' interpreting it for us. We must be
careful |l est we begin following souptexpaece el seds
Jesus to bail you out, for He said:

Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the
blind, both shall fall into the ditch.Matthew 15:14

Yet if we humbly seek the Lord in all our studying, he will direct our stiepshe apostle John
said:

But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in yoweand

need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you
of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye
shallabide in him- 1 John 2:27

Many Christian leaders stress the importance of seminary training or a degree in theology. Some
stress the importance of learning Hebrew and Greek. There is a benefit in studying the Scriptures in
their original tongue. Howevedesus rather than stressing the need for education, stressed the
importance of the Spirit leading.

And the Jews marvelled, sayjridow knoweth this man letters, having
never learned? Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine,
but his that sat me. If any man will do his will, he shall know of the
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doctrine whether it be of God, or whether | speak of myself.
- John 7:1517

While an education does have its value, that alone does not mean you have understanding. In fact,
the professors in manyniversities are obsessed with destroying the Christian faith. Actually, this
has been a problem since the beginning.

Then answered them the Pharisees, Are ye also deceived? Have any of the
rulers or of the Pharisees believed on hiBi this people [Speakg of

those who followed Jesus.] who knoweth not the law are cursed

- John 7:4749

AND later, the apostle Paul who could have been speaking about modern education said:

[Refering to the last days,] Ever learning, and never able to come to the
knowledgeof the truth.- 2 Timothy 3:7

Here is an example of how we follow the Lordos
while back, studying the Bible with an amillennialist friend, we came across a verse that read:

Immediately after the tribulatroof those days shall the sun be darkened,
and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven,
and the powers of the heavens shall be shakstatthew 24:29

My friend said that he was certain we could not take this passagdyliteagtier we should try to
understand it poetically. He believed the lights went out for Israel in 70 AD and thereby fulfilled
this verse. When | asked him, if he were standing before the Lord right now, could he honestly say
that this verse should not beken literally? He answered that he was not sure. He was being
honest, we must bring all our understanding before the Lord; otherwise, our own hearts will
deceive us.

If you are not certain you have a relationship with Jesus, takevauQuestion TestAre You
Going to Heaventt will get you started.

Rule #1: You Must Have Humility
If you would like to see what the Lord says about proud people, look up all the verses with the
word proudand then for comparison look up the verses Wittmbleor humility in them. Look

up these verses in the concordance, or thereBsble softvarethat makes this an easy task. Here
are two verses to get you started.

Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be
subject one to anotheand be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the
proud, and giveth grace to thhumble Humble yourselves therefore under
the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due tih@&eter 5:56

AND
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... Wherefore he saitlgod resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the
humble - James 4.6

The fact is there are no verseghe Bible that extol pride as a virtue. Conversely, there are many
passages in the Bible praising the truly humble one. In the Epistle to the Galatians, Paul points out
something most of us have found to be true.

But of these who seemed to be somewhagtéabver they were, it maketh
no matter to me: God accepteth no man's pejdon they who seemed to
be somewhat in conference added nothing to: m&alatians 2:6

A proud  Christian teacher may be worse than useless. In his Epistle to Timothy, Pausesldres
false doctrine taught by some teachers. The very first attribute Paul uses to describe these teachers
is proud

If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the
words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is acogo
godlinessHe is proud knowing nothing, but doting about questions and
strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings,
Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth,
supposing that gain is godlias: from such withdraw thyself.

- 1 Timothy 6:35

And, as Paul suggests, let us withdraw ourselves from such people. The Apostle John also implied
that i1t was the Phariseesd pride that kept t he
claimed tobe familiar with the scripture.

Then answered them the Pharisees, Are ye also deceived? Have any of the
rulers or of the Pharisees believed on him? But this people who knoweth
not the law are cursed.John 7:4749

The problem with pride is that it makeseounteachable and inclined to do foolish things. In the
Book of Daniel, Nebuchadnezzar chose to eat grass for seven years rather than humble himself
before God.

And at the end of [seven years] | Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto
heaven, ananine uncerstanding returned unto me, and | blessed the

most High and | praised and honored him that liveth forever, whose
dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from generation
to generation:

[..]

Now | Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and hanerKing of heaven, all
whose works are truth, and his ways judgmeand those that walk in
pride he is able to abase Daniel 4:34,37
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Rule #2: You Must Have Patients

We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye
take heed, aanto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn,
and the daystar arise in your heart Peter 1:19

As a new Christian, | was hungry for the Word of God, in my excitement | often believed the first
(what seemed reasonable) interpretatioa eérse that | heard. Big mistake, it is far easier to learn
the truth if you do not think that you already know it. It is better not to understand a Bible passage,
than in our impatience, to misunderstand the passage.

As al so i n al |ealn®iathdmbostieseehmgesvhidhe s, s p
are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned

and unstable wrest, as they do also the other Scriptures, unto their own
destruction.- 2 Peter 3:16

God will teach those who are patient in iHiee, he has even determined that we should not learn
it all at once. For Jesus said in Matthew:

Then said he unto them, Therefore every scribe which is instructed unto the
kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is a householder, which bringeth
forth ou of his treasure things new and old- Matthew 13:52

To have old treasures implies that you have been collecting them for a long time. As a Christian,
there are no shortcuts. Good understanding is a treasure we can have, if we seek it with all our
hearts Therefore, let us be patient with God, as God has been patient with us.

Study to show thyself approved unto Galworkman that needeth not to
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of trutt2 Timothy 2:15

AND

Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, aiftekt up thy voice for
understanding; If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for
hid treasures; Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORjrahd
the knowledge of Gad Proverbs 2:35

| have seldom heard this patients being taught in church today. Rather, using topical Bible
studies, the new believer wil/ be quickly vers
understands very little of the Word of God.

Rule #3: You Must Have Faith

As | grow in my faith, | find the wordiaith becomes easier to define. Now, for me, faith simply
means, God does not lie. | do not need faith to believe that God is, or that the Bible is his revelation
to us. Let me explain. First, the facts support existence of God, so that we do not need faith to
believe.
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For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly
seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power
and Godhead; so that they [and we] are without excudRomans 1:20

AND
The fool hath said in hiseart, There is no God- Psalms 14:1b

If God did not lie, when we look at the scientific evidence objectively, there is no excuse for not
believing in Him. If you will study the scientific evidence with an open mind, you will concur that
there is sufficent evidence to prove in the existence God.

The second point, that the Bible is Godds reve
we do not need to take this by faith either. Jesus said:

If I had not done among them the works which noneratian did, they
had not had sin: but now have they both seen and hated both me and my
Father. - John 15:24

Now | will be the first to admit, that for some there will never be sufficient evidence to believe that
God gives revelations. Moses performedpgues (Exodus-62) on Egypt and even still, they
did not believe that Moses spoke for God. It was only when their chariot wheels began coming off
in the midst of the Red Sea that the Egyptians were finally starting to rethink their position.

As the miacles that God performed through Moses made Pharaoh without excuse. In the same
way, the Bible's divine signature makes us without excuse. For example:

e There are many specific prophecies of Jesus in the Old Testament.

o Since the Jews do not believe thatudeis the Messiah, they certainly did not
corrupt their scriptures by inserting these verses in.

o0 We have manuscripts (like the Dead Sea Scrolls), which are old enough, to
prove they predate Jesus.

e There are many specific prophecies of the end times. Thesprove the Bible has a
supernatural author.

o] nly one r ea

The Bible is full of pr r o
di vine signatu

ophecy
ot her 6éreligiousé book has th

f
i S
While Apologetics( s howi ng t he skeptics evidence that th
scope of this study; if you need some resources please email me at

So, when we see thatthesei physi cal evidence for the exister
word, the only question left is does God lie?

He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in hirheeliat
believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believethtimet
record that God gave of his Sonl John 5:10
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Therefore, it takes faith to understand the Bible. Here is an example. Imagine living in the early
eighteen hundreds and reading the following passage from the book of Revelation.

And [the two witnessesda@d bodies shall lie in the street of the great city,
which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was
crucified.

And they ofhe people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see
their dead bodies three days and a halhd shallnot suffer their dead
bodies to be put in graves.

Andthey that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make
merry, and shall send gifts one to anothdrecause these two prophets
tormented them that dwelt on the eartiRevelation 11:810

A skeptic in the eighteen hundreds would have had a hay day with this passage of scripture.

i

How could the people of the nations see the bodies of these two witnesses in less than
three days?

How could they that dwell upon the earth possibly know in thres,daych less
celebrate during that time?

Before the late eighteen hundreds, how could anyone possibly take this verse literally? Sure, the
overwhelming majority of people believed in the existence of God. Sure, they believed that the
Bible was the Word oGod. However, it would have taken faith, the belief that God does not lie,
and thereby understand the above passage.

Today it does not take much faith to believe that everyone in the world would get theseawvs

the dead bodiesand celebrate the end these two troublemakers, all in only three days.

However, it takes faith to believe much if not most of the Bible. Look what the Apostle Paul says
to Timothy:

They shall turn away their ears from the truftand shall be turned unto
fables.- 2 Timothy 44

In order for Paul to call the scripturtrgith, he would have to believe that God does not lie.

For with God nothing shall be impossibleLuke 1:37

Mistake #2: Trying to be Amused

Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD
reveded? For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as
a root out of a dry groundhe hath no form nor comeliness; and
when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire
him.
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He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrowsaeguaainted with
grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we
esteemed him notlsaiah 53:13

The word muse means to think, ponder or cogitate. By adding the pr*efwe’change the

meaning to nethink. For instance, weaiutn on the TV to stop thinking, or to amuse ourselifes.

you need to be amused, you will not enjoy the Bible. How many times can you read the geologies
of Noah before you become board? The Bible will only fascinate those who seek understanding not
those viho seek entertainment.

My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with
thee; So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to
understanding;

Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for
undersanding; If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for
hid treasures;

Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge
of God. For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge
and understanding. He layetip sound wisdom for the righteous: he is a
buckler to them that walk uprightly. He keepeth the paths of judgment, and
preserveth the way of his saints.

Then shalt thou understand righteousness, and judgment, and equity; yea,
every good path. When wisdomeseth into thine heart, and knowledge is
pleasant unto thy soul;

Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee: To deliver
thee from the way of the evil man, from the man that speaketh froward
things; Who leave the paths of uprightnessyatk in the ways of

darkness; Who rejoice to do evil, and delight in the frowardness of the
wicked:;- Proverbs 2:214

The Authorized King James Version vs. Modern Translations

As most Bible students know, we do not have access to the original manu3trpEnglish

language has many versions of the sacred scriptures, each trying to translate the inspired words. In
recent years, some Christians have shied away from the King James Version saying the words are
too difficult to understand.

Though everythingn this study applies to other versions, let us look at some of the issues you
should consider before choosing a Bible.
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Question #1: Who owns the words?

One major problem with modern translations is that the church has entrusted the guardianship of
thesacred scriptures to big business. Is it not the church's responsibility to translate the scriptures
and spread the Gospel?

However, when you buy a modern translation you are paying for a license to read the book. You
own the paper and leather cover, bat the words. This means that in the modern translations you
may make only partial quotes; you may not quote any book in its entirety without the publisher's
prior written consent.

For example, you may not quote even one verse frorArhplified Biblewithout the publisher's
prior written consentThe New International Version allows gtes up to 500 versésng, if the

verses quoted amount to less thamhale book of the Bible and the verses quoted are 25% or less
of the text of the work in which theyaquoted, and you put their copyright notice on your
finished work.

In other words, if you chose a modern translation, you are not free to go out and proclaim the
whole Gospel. Knowing history, why would the church turn over the stewardship of the Word of
God to commercial publishers?

Question #2: What is the Difference in Content?

As all quotes in this study are from the King James Version (KJV), either | do not have written
permission from the legal owners of the other versions or, as you may gusssyé&ore
reasons for choosing the King James Version.

Reason number one, there are about 3000 differences betwdacki#ved TeXfrom which we

get the King James Version) and Beitical Text(the manuscript used for most modern
translations).

If the Bible is the Word of God, it gives guidelines on salvation and warnings to those who reject
them. To check these examples, get a King James and a modern version to compare the differences.
' The following words that arstruek-throughare missing in the modern translations (excepting the

New King James Version).

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from &akthine-is-the
kingdom,—and-the power—and-the-glory,forever—Améfatthew 6:13

Did Jesustemh u s the kingdaany andl the power, and the gioryor di dndét he ?

But go ye and learn what that meaneth, | will have mercy, and not
sacrifice: for | am not come to call the righteous, but sinpers

repentance - Matthew 9:13

Di d Je sinres toa¢pentance or di dndot he?
Forthe Son-ofman-is-come-to-save-thatwhich-was iddatthew 18:11

Did scribes add this passage to Matthew centuries later?
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And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear you, when ye depart thence,
shake off the dust der your feet for a testlmony agalnst themnfy—l—say

}udgmenf—than—fepthat—aty- Mark 6: 11

Did Jesus war n, it would be more tleawhcer abl e f o
rejected these very words?

And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall not live by

bread aloneput-by-everyword-ofsed - Luke 4:4

Do men live by every word of God? Or is this too, a notion and false teaching of some zealous
saibe?

In these lay a great multitude of |mpotent folk, of blind, halt, withered,

haef John 5:34

Was this miracle in the original manuscript? If so, why is it removed from the modern translations?
If not, then the next question is, what other miracles were added to the Bible?

To look at over one hundred differences between the King James Version and the modern

translations, and to see how tBgitical Textwas edited, (and how the editors themselves do not
believe in the inerrancy of their manuscript) s&&g James Version vs the Modern Translations

While some of the 3000 differences may seem trivial, yetyary single instancavhere there is a
significant difference in doctrine; it is theeceive Textor King James Version that:

Calls to repentance and holiness.

Teaches the virgin birth.

Teaches the lordship, messigihip and preeminence of Jesus.

Teaches the deity of Jesus Christ.

Teaches that Jesus made an atonement for our sins with his blood.

Teaches the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

J XU XV XV XV XV X

Warns of Godés judgment to come.

We must pick one of two choices, either those people who do not believe these doctrines would
remove the above passages out of their Bible, Those who do believe these doctridgaitvou
these passages into their Bible.

Proponents of the modern translations argue that every one of these fundamental Christian

doctrines is found in their Bibles. This is true, still fundamental doctrines are missing in many

passages and diluted in otkeWhile it can be helpful to use more than one translation to help
clarify a passageb6s meaning, be careful, i n us
clarified? Or is it being removed?
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Some may still favor a modern version saying the KJV ishtrd to understand. However, is the

easiest way the best? It may take a little getting used to; however, it is far easier for everyone to use
the KJV in a Bible study and follow along than when everyone is reading from a different modern
version.Keepingto one version is especially useful for children, or when you are trying to

memorize the scripture.

But does not the archaic language cause a problem? Actually, the archaic language of the KJV
gives it an interesting advantage. In the KJV, tthee,thou and thine are singular, while all the

ye,youandyoursare in the plural (likyou all). These singular and plural distinctions in the
original manuscripts are missing in the modern translations. Here are two examples:

But John forbad him, saying, | haveed to be baptized of thee, [singular]
and comest thou to meMatthew 3:14

And he saith unto them, Follow me, and | will make you [plural] fishers of
men.- Matthew 4:19

Many good Christians disagree in their opinion of modern translations, and ueléssdh
convicts them (I know | sure tried), they will have a hard time replacing their favorite Bible. In
concluding, if you disagree with me, let us disagree charitably. | only ask that you pray as Jesus

maybe taught in Luke 11:Fhy-wil-be-done,-astheaven,-so-in-earth

For Young Christians

As a new Christian, you will have some hurdles to jump. Unfortunately, many older Christians
have yet to jump these same hurdles, and for that reason, they never mature as a Christian. Let us
look at these first,iien we will look at some actual rules of interpretation.

Mistake #3: Not Being Well Versed With the Entire Bible

Most Christians have their favorite passages. This is good, unless these are the only ones they are
familiar with. Of course, each denominatiobas a different list of favorite verses they will quote.

Look at your own Bible. Have you worn out some pages, while there are other places (maybe even
whole books) that you have never read?

Once upon atime...

There lived a beautiful young maiden, kimtdegentle, as she was lovely. She had

long been sought after, but there was only one who claimed her heart. A young man,
diligent, comely. Seeing the beauty of the young woman, he likewise fell in love,

and made bold to ask for her hand in marriage. Theissa beautiful courtship,

each in love, with the wedding day fast approaching. The bride was long in
preparing her gown. Every ribbon must be just so and none but her own hands were
allowed to handle the delicate laces. The groom also was busy prepatingis

thoughts were turned toward the building of a lovely chateau in which to take his
lady. At last, his house was built, and all that remained was for it to be tastefully
furnished. As his bride had allowed no one to touch her gown, neither would he
allow any but himself to finish his masterpiece.
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"Darling" he said to his beloved, "I must take a trip to the city. It will take me only a
short time to find just what | want. Can you wait for me? | will not tarry longer than
necessary. For | must go teepare a place for you." She wept; the short separation

would seem an eternity.

"l cannot bear to have you leave"

"Do not weep, for | shall write to you, and it will seem but the blink of an eye before
| am returned.” So saying he kissed and cajoled &ek to her happy self. When it

was time to part, she bore a brave face and cheerfully waved her hand until he was
out of sight.

The days did pass, and lo, the first letter came, for lovers must write letters. She
kissed it and reverently laid it on her §hg/hen visitors came, she proudly
displayed it; however, some may have wondered why it was never opened.

More days and a second letter. This she passed on to a dear friend with the
following note; "Darling, | beg a favor of you. Would you read thisletbr me?

For | cannot bear the sight of his handwriting and besides, | feel how thick the letter
is and fear that it will be tedious to read. If you would just summarize his feelings
for me I'd be so grateful!” The friend, though a little confused, slishe was

bidden. Albeit, blushing over some of the words she felt sure were meant for the
brides' eyes alone. Nevertheless, she sent a note to our bride; with the passage she
liked the best. The bride, devoted to her beloved, memorized this verse and when
out in public she would quote it often.

And the people loved to hear her lovely little saying. One man, studying for the

clergy, asked to borrow her letters, "There is much hidden wisdom and beauty in
your betrothedds wor ddoexpbuindohthem, Ikiowl have
could find the deeper meaning." Our bride was delighted and when his little booklet
was written, she read it over and over. It seemed a gift from heaven to have others

tell her what her husband had said and explain to hermdatords meant.

For, she was sure that she could never have understood his letters without help. Yet
she rather wondered at some of the things he did say, for sometimes it did not sound
like him at all. Nevertheless, having complete faith in her teachern® speak, she

felt blessed to have such resources. The third and fourth letters came, and since it
became tedious to read a long thesis or the debates from these scholars, she soon
gave up trying.

Feeling that she did owe him something however, skaegpthe sixth letter and

made a practice of trying to read at least a few sentences a day. Our bride skipped
the pages that seemed full of names and places that no one really cared about. After
all, what did it matter that there was a ship named ArtinhtiseaPort of Longsburg?

So, she skimmed over some places, skipped others and generally only focused on
his little poems, which always made her cry.

Upon the arrival of her seventh letter, she was too deep in the midst of her final
preparations to be bathed to see what it said....
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Here | will end the story and leave you to imagine what the groom thought when he
was left waiting at the Port of Longsburg, five days, with no idea why his lady had
not appeared. What did all the guests at the banquet thiek mdbride showed up

to grace the feast given in her honor on board the Artimus? | leave you to imagine
his feelings when he arrived at her house and saw his letters lying on amshaif

still sealed. Was he consoled with his lady's assurance thaadhead many little
devotionals?

This story reminds me of the five foolish virgihkn light of the fact that our Lord will receive his
church like a bride, this example is not imaginary. The fact is, mo&gsing Christians have

never read their Bible throughGod calls the church his bride, this makes the Bible is a love letter
sent from Him that we might watch and be ready when He comes.

If we want to master the Biblgye must read it. The Bible is made up of sigby individual books.

A new believer should start with the New Testament (because he is entering into this New
Testament). Reading the epistles, Romans through Hebrews, will open up the Old Testament
making t much more profitable when you are ready to read it. The important thing is that if we
want to understand the Bible, we should read the whole book. Moreover, as true lovers we would
read it over and over (kissing it, crying over it, carrying it in ourkpoc

Leaving my emotions behind, the reason that it is essential to be familiar with the entire Bible is
that the different verses shed light on each other. In order to truly understand some passages, we
need to be familiar with the other passages wheresame thought, teaching or vision occurs.

Here is an example from the Gospel of Mark:

If thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life
maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall
be quenchedwWhere their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched
Mark 9:43-44

Some denominations teach that when Jesus said hell (in Greek Gehenna); he meant the garbage
dump outside of Jerusal em. Even Thayengibly Gr eek
the valley of Hinnom, south of Jerusalem, where the filth and dead animals of the city were cast out
and burned; a fit symbol of the wicked and t he
Jesus was talking about a garbage dump, whenedha dies not and the fire is not quenched.

Unless you familiar with the last chapter and verse in Isaiah.

And they shall go forth, and look upon the carcasses of the men that have
transgressed against miar their worm shall not die, neither shall their

fire be quenchedand they shall be an abhorring unto all flestsaiah

66:24

What difference does this make? | f you believe

argument against theternal fire as the fire at the garbage dump finally did bush & you are
familiar with Isaiah, you will realize that Jesus was quoting him, and then the argument against

eternal fireis what looks ready for the garbage dump.

Though it is impossible for most of us to memorize the entire Bible. And even if weadlpaumt
time memorizing it, that does not mean we will understand what we have memorized. Our standard
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for being well versed in the entire Bible should be this. When we here a verse being misquoted or
taken out of context, we will notice this fact. Andwé do not have a verse perfectly memorized,
when we paraphrase it, at the very least the verse will still have the same meaning as the original
author intended.

Mistake #4: Allowing Preconceived Ideas to Hinder Learning

For my thoughts are not your thoughneither are your ways my ways,
saith the LORD: Isaiah 55:8

Unlike God, we do not know the end from the beginning, therefore a major obstacle that we must
overcome to properly understand the Scripture is approaching it with our preconceived ideas. If
are honest, we all have them. One reason for our bias is the beliefs that we form when we grow up
in a particular denomination. Though most Pastors aref€@uthg men, they are simply men and

still subject to errors. A sad fact is that the spirituabgh of countless Christians will never

exceed that of their pastor. Their denominational creeds will determine their understanding of the
Bible.

If denominational creeds are all that God expects, why did Paul suggest that we study to show
ourselves appnred?

Here is an example of a preconceived idea hindering the true understanding of scripture. Many
Christians who believe it the pretribulation rapture use 2nd Thessalonia8s®support their

position. As we look at this passage, we willplace [mbrk et s] t he wor dds mean
these pretribulationists.

For the mystery of iniquity doth already work:only he [the church] who
now letteth will let [restrains evil], until he be taken out of the way [the
rapture of the churchl].

And then shalliat Wicked [the antichrist] be revealed, whom the Lord
shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the
brightness of his [Second]coming2 Thessalonians 2:8

| hope and pray that those who believe in the pretribulation raptureatiet preconceived ideas

hinder the real meaningof verse three. Rather see how the preconceived ideas change the

meaning of this passage. Let us look at this passage again, this time from the beginning. Only this
time as we look at the passage, wd eabss-out-a-words-old-meanin@ndplace[in brackets]

the wordds new meaning according to the pretri

Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and by our gathering together unto hifthe rapture]that ye be not@on
shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter
as from us, as that the day of Christ is at han@.Thessalonians 2:2

Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day sbbatlome exeept
there-comdbefore] a falling awayfirst, and[before] that man of sin be
revealed, the son of perditior;2 Thessalonians 2:3
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Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is
worshiped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself
that he is God. Remember ye not, that, when | was yet with you, | told you
these things? 2 Thessalonians 2:8

And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time.
For the mystery of iniquity doth already work:only[tee church]who

now letteth will lefrestrains evil] until he be taken out of the wlie

rapture of the church] And then shall that Wickdthe antichrist] be
revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and
shall destroy with the brightnesstut [Secondtoming:

- 2 Thessalonians 2:8

Our preconceived ideas set us up to misunderstand scripture. The preconceived ideas about
scripture kept the religious | eaders in Christ
scripture, though heaised people from the dead!

Then answered them the Pharisees, Are ye also deceived? Have any of the
rulers or of the Pharisees believed on him? But this people who knoweth
not the law are cursed: John 7:4749

For years, | have shared the Gospel \@iventh Day Adventists (SDAS)n sharing with SDAs, |

have found two absolute truths. First, they all absolutely agree with each other on every single one
of their biblical doctrines. Unfortunately, this agreement dudssome from studying the Bible; it
comes from studying the teaching manuals produced by their church.

The second thing | have found is that no matter how clearly the scriptures show their false doctrine,
they are unable to see it. The following is pra true discussion dnell fire | had with a SDA in
July of 2009.

SDA: No, we dondét believe t he BEBdanmtheexamnplaafhes t h
Sodom and Gomorrah [Jude 1: 7peternalfiredt, h @dlwent fs uf f e
out.

JB: OK, let me read this passage then. [I started reading in Revelation 14:9 stressing to him the
bold font].

Al f any man worship the beast and his
forehead, or in his hand, The same shall drink of the wiribe wrath of

God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation;

andhe shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of

the holy angelsand in the presence of the LamAndthe smoke of

their torment ascendeth up fever and ever: and they have no rest day

nor night, [at this point my friend was shaking his head in disagreement]

who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark

of his name. 0

JB [Continuing said]: You do not believe that.
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SDA:Nol donot .
JB: So, you are saying that you do not believe the Bible?
SDA: [slightly shook up]: Wait, we believe the Bible, we just believe it differently.

We talked for an hour, and like the countless Seventh Day Adventists before him, he did not let any
pottion of scripture cause him to reconsider any of his preconceived ideas.

As | aspire to be an author (as good authors do), | will have an editor review my writing. The
reason? The first draft of my papers will always have glaring mistakes that | myse/ wften

see what my paper should say, not what it actually says. The thoughts flow for me because | know
where they are supposed to go. If my preconceived ideas hinder me from understanding my own
writing, is it possible they could hinder me from urslanding the writing of God?

The only cure is that we recognize that we are biased. (or blind?)

Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye should have no sin: but now ye
say, We see; therefore your sin remainetliohn 9:41

Ok, so we admit we have a bias we study the scripture, what do we do now? As you study, ask
God questions like:

u Does my interpretation expound the passage of scripture (exegesis) | am studying, or
does it explain the passage away (eisegesis)?

u  What could this verse mean if my poaceived ideas did not make it impossible for it to
mean that?

i What would this verse mean if it were read to a child?

[Jesus] said, Verily | say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as
little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heave
- Matthew 18:3

One main source for our preconceived ideas is the doctrine we learned from the person who led us
to the Lord. Then we judge everything else by this standard. While we should esteem the person
who showed us the narrow path, not even thestip Paul expected his followersjtist believe

his doctrine. For instance, the Bereans were commended for ethdaking his doctrine.

And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto
Berea: who coming thither went into the synagogithe Jews. These
weremore noblethan those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word
with all readiness of mind, arskarched the scriptures daily, whether

those things were se Acts 17:11

One reason preconceived ideas keep many from comithg touth is that they have too much

time, energy and pride (mostly pride) invested in their current beliefs to change. If someone tried to
show you Biblical truth, different from what you already believe, can you receive it? God can (and
it appears thatdhdoes) expect us admit it when we are wrong, even though it will be painful.
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And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken: but on whomsoever
it shall fall, it will grind him to powder.- Matthew 21:44

Another reason that many cannot come tathih is that they want to remain in good standing

with their church. Some churches even demand that other family members shun those who depart
from their religious beliefs. There are churches that hold such power, that (in an example from the
New Testamet) even when Jesus healed the blind, some people could not change their confession.

His parents answered them and said, We know that this is our son, and that
he was born blind: But by what means he now seeth, we know not; or who
hath opened his eyes, keow not: he is of age; ask him: he shall speak for
himself.These words spake his parents, because they feared the Jaws

the Jews had agreed already, that if any man did confess that he was
Christ, he should be put out of the synagoguelohn 9:2022

One of my daughters recently shared a sermon that was taught by Tim, an assistant pastor of her

church. This was my daughters description of fp@conceived ldeasused her church to
react.

During his sermon, Tim said something to the effect that #ahe was not sufficient to save us.
Unfortunately, this upset many in the congregation, and some even felt it was their duty to interrupt
him. As the church was becoming riled up, Tim stops his sermon and says:

Forget my opinion, it is not important, iestd | will stop and ask you three questions.
First question, what did James actually say?

What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have
not works? can faith save him3James 2:14

AND

But wilt thou know, O vain man, that failithout works is dead?
- James 2:20

Second question, does God believe James? Since no one was willing to correct God, his
congregation became quiet at this point and Tim asked his third question.

Thirdly, Do you believe James and God? If you do not belidames and God, where are you
getting your doctrine? After asking these three questions, Tim was able to continue his sermon on
in Hebrews 12:15.

Follow peace with all men, and holinesgthout which no man shall see
the Lord - Hebrews 12:14

| know that what | am saying can be easily misunderstood. | am not suggesting that we call into
guestion the doctrines of salvation held by all fundamental Christians. Only look at the beliefs that
separate your denomination from the other denominations. Whenisheedisagreement, one

church or the other (or maybe both) are holding to false doctrine.
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Some churches teach that we are to submit ourselves, including our thoughts, to our church leaders.
However, Jesus himself and for the sake of his doctrine whsgatib be cast out (very literally)
from his own church.

And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his
custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up
for to read.

z

e

And all they in the synagogue, when they lmddhese things, were filled
with wrath, And rose up, and thrust him out of the city, and led him unto
the brow of the hill whereon their city was built, that they might cast him
down headlongBut he passing through the midst of them went his way,
- Luke 416-30

If you want to please God, you will hold to the truth, even if it means that your church will
excommunicate you.

Yet this does not mean we should believe every new thing. For the Bible also says:
Prove all things; hold fast that which is goedlL Thessalonians 5:21
AND

Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of
God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.
-1 John 4:1

If your preconceived idea true it will pass inspection. It is only the false tiime that cannot
stand up to the light.

Mistake #5: Reading the Bible to Prove Doctrine, Not to Learn It

The biggest offenders of this rule arepicalBible studies. While topical studies are used to teach
doctrine, they are also effectively teach falsetrine. First, the leader comes up with a premise,
and then he looks for some Bible verses to prove it.

For example, suppose a Christian leader decides the doctiitelbfire seemsoo harsh.

Perhaps he feels, as many do, that it keeps people framguo God. In fact, since our God is a

loving God, there could not possibly be a hell. Now all this preacher needs is a few scripture verses
to prove this doctrine and he is set. How about these two:

For the living know that they shall die: but the déadw not anything,
neither have they any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten.
- Ecclesiastes 9:5

AND

For the wages of sin is death [not Helll:.Romans 6:23

More studies at: www.th&ospel.org Page23of 89



There are more passages like these, anyone can find them if they look. If ydo e there is

no hell, you would only look for the Scripture verses that disprove it. When teaching this doctrine
to new believers, you would ignore, and when you cannot ignore, eisegete passages like the
following:

The same shall drink of the winetbé wrath of God, which is poured out
without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented
with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the
presence of the Lamind the smoke of their torment ascendeth up
forever and ever: and they have no rest day nor nigltho worship the
beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.
Revelation 14:141

AND

And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life
maimed, than hang two hands tgo into hell, into the fire that never
shall be quenched- Mark 9:43

How can you tell if your church does not believe in a particular Bible doctrine? Listen carefully to
the pastor when he expounds on any proof text. If you see hisrseatianalize the passages
away, then you will know. When Jesus was speaking to the religious leaders, He said:

[You are]Making the word of God of none effect through your tradition,
which ye have delivered.Mark 7:13a

To sum it up, when you are onlying to prove a doctrine when reading the Bible, you have
stopped learning. We all desire to try to prove ourselves right. We must overcome this, if we want
to understand scripture properly.

That they might set their hope in God, and not forget the wédr&ed, but

keep his commandments: And might not be as their fathers, a stubborn and
rebellious generation; a generation that set not their heart aright, and
whose spirit was not steadfast with Ge&salm 78:78

Mistake #6: Not Knowing When to Take a Vese Literally

And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in
parables? He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to
know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given.
For whosoever hathpthim shall be given, and he shall have more
abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away even
that he hath- Matthew 13:1615

There are many different ways to categorize the Scripture. We could divide the Old Testament into:

u  The Law - Genesis through Deuteronomy

u  History- Joshua through 2nd Chronicles
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u  Wisdom and poetryJob through Song of Solomon
u  Prophecy Isaiah through Malachi

The New Testament Could be divided into:

i The Gospels Matthew through John

u Early Church History Acts o the Apostles

u Epistles or Instruction Romans through Jude
u Prophecy: The Book of Revelation

However, to help understand a passage more clearly, in this chapter we will divide scripture into
different groups by asking these questions:

i How do we recognizevhen a passage should be understood as a parable?
i When should we be careful to interpret the passage literally?

it When do we look for allegories or a Spiritual interpretation in the passage?
i When do we know a verse is speaking figuratively or symbolically?

The entire Bible: the Law, history, wisdom, prophecy and gospels, instruction will fit into at least
one of the following four categories.

The first category for scripture is a parable:

A parable is a story that teaches moral, prophetic and spirituad.tihah how do we know, for
instance, when something Jesus said is a parable? Like the story of Lazarus, is it a true story or a
parable? Before we decide, let us look at it.

19- There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linerfased
sumptuously every day:

20- Andthere was a certain beggar named Lazayughich was laid at his gate, full of
sores,

21- And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: moreover the
dogs came and licked his sar

22- And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's
bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried;

23-24 And in hell he lifted up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and
Lazarus in hidsosom. And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and
send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for |
am tormented in this flame.

25- But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime reelst thy good things
and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.
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26-31 And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which
would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can plasg to us, that would come
from thence.

[..]

And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be
persuaded, though one rose from the dealduke 16:1931

As | discussthis example | will assumeoy believe (or at least pretend that you believespin
seep From t hat position, this cannot brmeamd true
are asleep at this time, this is obviously a parable.

i Yet, when Jesus uses a parable that teaches consciousness after death, (if consciousness
after death is a false doctrine) is he not teaching a false doctrine? Or, at least being
misleading? Are tre any other parables that use false premises to teach?

it And when Jesus sai d, AfThere was a certain ©b
was no beggar named Lazarus was he telling the truth?

t And when Jesus said, i Abr a lmahglifesineeiredeivedd Son
thy good thingsé,6 A would that not be bear
historical person, did not actually say those words?

Of course, Jesus can do and say anything he wants and | am not really going to agcuse him
however, this does seem out of character for Jesus. Since the parables of Jesus are to teach hidden
truths,” is there any reason to believe that any parable could not be a true story?

| expect thathis is truer than most Christians realize. Is it not at least possible that Pharisee and
Levite were in Jesusd audience whenThéeghpr ai s ed
there is insufficient infornt#on to prove that all the parables are true stories, | do believe that it is
reasonable to expect the ones with specific information, to be true.

Even so, as in other real stories, when we meditate on them, the Lord can open up to us their
spiritual truhs. Like in Matthew 16:

Then Jesus said unto them, Take heedoanhre of the leavenf the
Pharisees and of the Sadducedslatthew 16:6

The apostles believing his statement was to be taken literally, start thinking that it is because they
brought no bead on their journey, when Jesus was really trying to teach them Spiritual truths.
Since most of Jesusd teachings are in parabl es
story before we try to learn the Spiritual truth.

The second categor for scripture is a literal interpretation:

Bible students can be divided into two groups, those who try to take the whole Bible literally and
those who believe we should understand some passages more allegorically. The answers to the
following questionshows where these two groups often differ.

i Was Moses being literal when he said the earth is young? Did the Lord really create it in
six day? Did God really take a rib from Adam's side to make his wife Eve?
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u Are the miracles in the Old Testament liteyatal?
u Do the gospels record that Jesus literally rose from the dead?

u Inthe Book of Revelation, did John mean that there is going to be a literal theyesand
reign of Christ?

There are many other examples where these groups differ. It is also inpodeaa that those who
do not take all passages literally, do not agree among themselves as to which passages should be.

In deciding which passages should and shouldn't be taken litesatlyot they, rather than the

Bible, who become the final auttiky? Did God create the world in six day? If you are not a

literalist, you can decide; whatever works best for you. However once you start down the path
where you and not the Bible are the final authority, you can believe anything you want. And today,
it is this mentality that has divided the church.

Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth2 Timothy 2:15

For myself (this may be an oversimplification for some), if God caerdesus from the dead all
the other miracles in the Bible are equally possible. However, does God expect us to take the Bible
literally? Let us look at the Bible itself for an answer. Jesus himself said:

Do not think that | will accuse you to the Fath#rere is one that accuseth
you, even Moses, in whom ye trust. For had ye believed Moses, ye would
have believed me: for he wrote of me. Bye believe not his writings

how shall ye believe my words?ohn 5:4547

Peter himself implied that he beliel/&oses literally and that he expects us to, when he said:

For this they [the scoffers}illingly are ignorant of, that by the wrd of

God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in
the water: Wherebthe world that then was, being overflowed with water,
perished - 2 Peter 3:56

Peter also earlier in the same letter rebukes false teachers (verde Bid yebuke, he compares
them to Balaam, and in this comparison, he believes the ass literally rebuked the prophet.

But was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with man's voice
forbade the madness [insanity] of the prophét.Peter 2:16

If the dumb ass did not really speak, whods t hi
himself exalting the Scriptures. He would rather be crucified than to let these words fall to the
ground. If this is so what does he expect us to do with the samaksvv

Thinkest thou that | cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall presently
give me more than twelve legions of angels? But how then shall the
Scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be®latthew 26:5354

The truth is, if Jesus had called twelegions of angels, all the scripture could still be fulfilled, just
not literally. 1 know this starting to sound more like a sermon than hermeneutics, but to understand
the Bible we must take it literally. Is the Bible your final authority? Either Itljalit is nothing.
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The third category is allegories:
For this study, | will define the word allegory to mean only; a true historical event that symbolizes
a Spiritual truth or lives out prophetically some future event.

Paul gives an example of alegory:

For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the
ot her by a Whichetringsoare amallegakyfor these are the
two covenants; the one from the mount Sinai, which engendereth to
bondage, which is Hagar.Galatians4:22-24

Here, we see a true historical event that as an allegory is being used to teach a spiritual lesson
(freedom and slavery) and we see that it predicted a future event (the two future covenants).

When Christians try to understand the Bible literadlige of the fascinating things for them is
finding the many allegories hidden in its pass
authorship of the Bible, and are thus able to encourage us in our faith. Like this allegory, one of my
favorites, inThe Book of Genesis:

And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and
get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering
upon one of the mountains which | will tell thee of.

And Abraham rose up early ihé morning, and saddled his ass, and took
two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for
the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which God had
told him. Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, andh&aw
place afar off. And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with
the ass; and | and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to
you. And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon
Isaac his son; and he took the firehis hand, and a knife; and they went
both of them together.

And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: and he
said, Here am |, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood: but
where is the lamb for a burnt offering? And Abrahaaid, My son;od

will provide himself a lamlfor a burnt offering: so they went both of them
together.- Genesis 22::8

Though it was a tough day for Abraham, his willing sacrifice surly blesses us. For in it we see
God's foreknowledge of the event ohiah all Christianity centers.

However, like any othesinglepassage of scripture, one allegory alone, should never be used to
teach doctrine, when used alone its meaning will be too easy to twist. For instance, as we see in the
above allegory, Abrahamadlinot end up sacrificing his son. Even when the allegory ended, the
events in Abraham's life continued. While | would not use one allegory by itself to teach, they
should be used to support what is plainly taught elsewhere in the Bible.
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The fourth category is symbolic language:

The definition ofSymbolic Languag, to speak metaphorically or figuratively to describe the
object or subject of a prophetic vision or parable. Using symbolic language makes the passage
more poetic.

Let us look at a passageaniel for an example of how symbolic language teaches prophetic and
Spiritual truths.

2-3 Daniel spoke and said, | saw in my vision by night, and, behold, the four winds of the
heaven strove upon the great sea. fAnd great beasts came up from thea diverse
one from another.

4 - The first was like a lion, and had eagle's wings: | beheld till the wings thereof were
plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth, and made stand upon the feet as a man, and
a man's heart was given to it.

5- And behold another beast, a second, like to a bear, and it raised up itself on one side,
and it had three ribs in the mouth of it between the teeth of it: and they said thus unto it,
Arise, devour much flesh.

6- After this | beheld, and lo another, likdeopard, which had upon the back of it four
wings of a fowl; the beast had also four heads; and dominion was given to it.

7- After this | saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and
strong exceedingly; and it dagreat iron teeth: it devoured and broke in pieces, and
stamped the residue with the feet of it: and it was diverse from all the beasts that were
before it; and it had ten horns.Daniel 7:7

I have often struggled wibh hakwelt weuBdbhesivet

you take the above passage I|literally? Why dond
out of a great sea?0 At present, | have three
The first reason is the paaoang Bodterallghbelievethat . Thi

Bible, means that we believe even the miraculous historical accounts when reported as a true story.
This event was recorded as a vision, not an historical event. When the question of taking symbolic
language literallyarises, the symbols are always prophetic in nature.

The second reason we know that the above is a picture story, is that God gives us his interpretation
of this vision, when the angle tells us the meaning of these beasts coming out of theisea.
interpretation can be useful to understand similar symbolic language in other visions and parables.

The third reason for symbolic language, is that it is necessary to overcome certain problems like
those caused by thiene barrier For this example, let us look at one of the armies mentioned in the
Book of Revelation:

And the number of the army of the horsemen weoehundred thousand
thousand and | heard the number of them.

And thus | saw the horses in the vision, and them that sat ontiagimng
breastplates of fire, and of jacinttand brimstone: and the heads of the
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horses were as the heads of lions; auodl of their mouths issued ife and
smoke and brimstone

By these three was the third part of men killed, by the fire, and by the
smoke, and by the brimstone, which issued out of their mouths.

For their power is in their mouth, and in their tails: for their tails were like
unto serpets, and had heads, and with them they do hurt.
- Revelation 9:1619

This literal army consists of 200,000,000 men. This is important enough that John said he did not
make the number up. Yet with the early churches understanding of future technologyt witho
using picture stories, how else could John describe their armament?

Conclusion

We can take all the miracles, prophecies, allegories and parables in the Bible literally. However,
though there is symbolic language, we should be careful not to mistakéditents for them (this
usually happens when one doubts the miracles). Rather (unless the context of a passage makes it
clear otherwise), symbolic language is limited to describing a vision and in the interpretation of
parables.

Bad Influences to Avoid

In the previous chapter, | discussed how to approach the Bible, from being well versed to taking its
passages literally. In this chapter, we will look at some influences in the church to avoid, or at least
be cautious of, if you really want to understandpsare.

Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world?
hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this wordd?Corinthians 1:20

AND

In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe
not, lest the fyht of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God,
should shine unto them.2 Corinthians 4:4

Mistake #7: Reading Books on the Bible, Rather Than Reading the Bible

| have always enjoyed studying prophecy, especially prophecy of the lastvéays sharing with

some believers, | have found those who have such completely different interpretation that it is hard
to believe we are reading the same BfbiXeither do these Christians agree with each other. There
are so many different views at our local interdenominational church that it is almost taboo to
discusseschatologyor fear of offending somebody. On this topicg#ing deceiveah the last

days, Jesus said:

For false Christs and false prophets shall rise, and shall show signs and
wonders, to seduce, if it were possible, even the elstark 13:22
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Do not think Jesus is speaking rhetorically here, or that it is impossible for the elect to be deceived.
Rather, He is warning us to not be. Many of the elect are already deceived, as evidenced by all the
contradictory doctrines taught on this very chaptéviark. If some of the elect are deceived today,
what will happen when the false christs and prophets start showing us signs and wonders? Daniel
Prophesied:

And some of them of understanding shall fall, to try them, and to purge,
and to make them white, ev the time of the end: because it is yet for a
time appointed: Daniel 11:35

In searching for a cause, | believe the biggest problem today is that most Christians get their
doctrine from books about the Bible, rather than prayerfully studying the Bibleemselves. You

can often tell what a Christian believes, simply by looking at his personal library. The reason these
books are a problem, is that it is human nature to believe the first thing we read. If the book is
compelling, the reader may beliethat he is well versed in a Bible passage that he has never even
read.

A book that is ninety percent good teaching, for that reason, may be more dangerous than a book
that is open heresy. Even rat poison is 99.5% good food; it is the tiny bit of plgddlls (one
half of one percent).

Have you ever noticed that Jesus never quoted an extra biblical rabbi or religious teacher as an
authority on religious doctrine? In contrast all other religions including Islam, Hinduism,
Buddhism and imew ageall quote from the Bible. The reason is, the Word of God is Powerful.
The rat poison ( the doctrine of false teachers) has far more appeal when mixed with the truth of
Goddés wor d.

There are hundreds of religions, all competing with each other, all claimintgtpriet the Bible
correctly. Which one do you chose? The Apostle Paul said:

For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them which are
of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you. Now this |
say, that every one of you saittam of Paul; and | of Apollos; and | of
Cephas; and | of Christ. Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or
were ye baptized in the name of PaulRank God that | baptized none of
you, but Crispus and Gaius.1 Corinthians 1:14

Even before the 8lv Testament was collated, Christians were already creating divisions among
themselves. Though Paul calls them brothers, he is condemning their error. You are in the same
danger, if you are following the teachings of some man (getting your doctrine fimka bo the

Bible). No Godly Christian, not even Paul, would want to come between you and God.

Therefore, read the Bible (before you read other books about it) so that you can spot any verse the
other books may take out of context. It is okay to read bab&st the Bible, but it is dangerous

and foolish to use them as your major or only source of inspiration. When you are reading other
books, always double check them to make sure the author does not teach doctrine by taking verses
out of context.

Who decaidles which books are sound? And, who decides which books are safe to read? The truth is,
they are all safe to read (so you can minister to the people deceived by them) but only after you are
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solidly founded in Biblical truth. There are many good books,nalyfar Christians, yet even these
should not take the place of your personal Bible reading.

Mistake #8: Use a Commentary before Using a Concordance
As | already mentioned, Jesus never quoted any other source than the Sacred Scriptures. Nor did
he, or his dciples, use another source to help interpret it. Bible commentaries have some value,

yet how can you know which commentaries are doctrinally sound before you have learned sound
doctrine?

For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrineatber

their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;
And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto
fables.- 2 Timothy 4:24

AND

For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by thech are

of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you. Now this |
say, that every one of you saith, | am of Paul; and | of Apollos; and | of
Cephas; and | of Christ. Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or
were ye baptized in theame of Paul? 1 Corinthians 1:1113

Though Paul condemned first century Christians for breaking up into different sects, Christians
today do not see this as a problem. Nevertheless, | am not a disciple of Augustine, Luther or
Calvin. Was Matrtin Luther caified for me? Was | baptized in the name of John Calvin?

The disciple is not above his master [teacher]: but every one that is perfect
shall be as his master. Luke 6:40

Why do some limit their understanding of God to commentaries or contemporams|eaden we

can go to the real source for inspiration ourselves? There are many useful study aids available to
the serious Bible student. Yet, | would rather have access to ond3ggedoncordanceéhan all

the Bible commentaries put together.

Learn how to use a concordance (the instructions are inside the front cover) and you can find any
Bible verse in only a few minutes. With a good concordance, you eaallgbe different English

words translated from an original. In addition, you can find the definition of an ancient Greek word

by seeing how the early church used it in other passages of scripture or a Hebrew word by seeing
how the Jews used them in B Testament. | believe that looking at the words in the different
passages, gives us the fullest and most accurate definitions of the ancient Hebrew and Greek words.

For example, look at the woghAStawayin this verse.

But | keep under my body, andragiit into subjection: lest that by any
means, when | have preached to others, | myself should be a castaway.
- 1st Corinthians 9:27

Thayer'sDefinition of castaway

1) not standing the test, not approved
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1a) properly used of metals and coins
2) that which does not prove itself such as it ought
2a) unfit for, unproved, spurious, reprobate

This helps us understand it, yestiateyeuntwi $btf¢
how the word is used in some other passages of scripture.

And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave
them over to aeprobatemind, to do those things which are not
convenient;- Romans 1:28

AND

Examine gurselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves.
Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be
reprobate® But | trust that ye shall know that we are repirobates Now

| pray to God that ye do no evil; not thag¢ whould appear approved, but

that ye should do that which is honest, though we be@sbates

- 2 Corinthians 13:57

AND

Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the
truth: men of corrupt mindseprobateconcerning the falt.
- 2 Timothy 3:8

AND

They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being
abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good vepiobate
- Titus 1:16

AND

But that which beareth thorns and briarsrggected and is nigh unto
cursing; wiose end is to be burned.Hebrews 6:8

One can see by the way the wa@stawayis used in other passages of scripture, the seriousness
of Paul 6s personal concern about being cast awa

Once you learn how to use it, a Bible concordance opens up muchCrfaéle and Hebrew
languages, even to the young Bible student with no experience in these languages. However, there
are three necessary cautions:

First, to receive all the fullness of the Greek or Hebrew you must be a Greek or Hebrew scholar.
There are vdr tenses, articles, and idioms that are always lost in translating. English has no
equivalent for many Greek words.
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Here is an example of the Pheo:bl(elnt tofatnesn aste enngs
the littlest words present the biggesbiplems.)

and David the king begat Solomon of her [that had been the wife] of Uriah
- Matthew 1:6b

In this example, the literal wording of the sentence'@nd [unexpressed article 'the'] David
[unexpressed article ‘and’] the king he begat the SolomoofdbetheUriah. 6 The

wo r d s efi ate hoea®pographical mistake, as the witv@occurs twice in the Greek
sentence.

The transl at or s hegrdhat had keemwthewife fphorma stttedhewo r d s,
How you may ask? The Greek language tveehty different ways of sayinthe In the above

verse, the firstheis in thefeminine, genitive casee othetheis in thegenitive masculine
caseand these two put together would have the mediofighe (female) of the (belonged

to) Uriah."

Theidioms are another problem in translating any foreign language:

In English, we would understand the phrhgmjoyed mysetb mean had a good timea

literal translation of enjoyed myselfito another language may sound likeeceived

pleasure froommyselé . Hence, a proper translation may n
receiving joyrather than a literal word for word translation.

Translators can also go to far using dynamic equivalents, there is an idiom in the Bible, that refers
to the 'evil eye'. Sme modern translators not knowing its significance have chosen to interpret the
verses rather then just translate them. Wherettieeyeis removed from some verses, then those
verses can no longer shed light on other passages.

He that hasteth to be ridimath an evil eye, and considereth not that poverty
shall come upon him.Proverbs 28:22

Getting back on topic, a second caution, in using a concordance, is using a concordance to look up
key words in your study. Studying this way may create the illusidm@wing your Bible

thoroughly; however, this method has a major flaw. Many important passages on a subject may not
have the key words you looked up in your search. For example, suppose you are doing a study on
the devil. Would looking up your key words @& concordance direct you to Isaiah 141Blor

Ezekiel 28:11197

The third caution relates to commentaries.

And again [Jesus] said, Whereunto shall | liken the kingdom of God? It is
like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of methle till
whole was leavened Luke 13:2021

As mentioned in the Introduction, | once debated a good friend over the interpretation of this
parable. During this time, we looked up this passage in many commentaries, about forty percent of
the commentaries, sornoaly partially, agreed with my interpretation. This means that:
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u If my interpretation is right, about sixty percent of the commentaries are wrong.
u If my interpretation is wrong, still nearly half of the commentators are wrong.

Either way, as you can seepking up this verse in a commentary did not resolve the issue
satisfactorily. If you want to use a commentary to interpret the above passage how can you know
which one has the right interpretation? Therefore when you do use a commentary, remember they
areonly the works of men.

Mistake #9: Not Recognizing or Avoiding Cults
The title says it all, the question is; how does one, especially a new believer, recognize a cult?

Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but
inwardly they araavening wolves. Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do
men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? Even so every good tree
bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good
tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither naa cor</li></li>rupt tree

bring forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn
down, and cast into the fire. Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.
Matthew 7:1520

Not only must we be aware of cults, unfortunately, sotmas@ian denominations have cultic
practices. After interviewing excult members, | have made a list of things to avoid when looking
for a home church.

Avoid:

M Churches that believe that they alone, are the one true church? Does the church have a
special plae (like 144,000) in the Bible? Must you be a member of this church to get
into Heaven?

M Churches look down on nemembers. Does the Church learn anything from
nonmembers?

M Churches separate family members.

M Honor thy father and thy mother: that thy days mayong upon the land which the
LORD thy God giveth thee: Exodus 20:12

M Churches that discourage or forbid members to read anything religious, without their
leaders approval.

M Churches whose foundational doctrine come from an anointed cult leader. TlHibeo
someone contemporary or one of the more well known like E.G. White, T.R. Russell or
J. Smith.

M Churches that need other sacred writings in order to understand the Bible. Especially if
they equal to the Holy Bible in authority.

M Churches that have agphet which is only recognized by their members. Especially if
they believe you cannot interpret the Bible properly without their prophet.
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M Churcheswhere the leaders are not accountable to anyone. Especially if there are they
equal to, or have more autiity then the Bible.

M Churches where you are not allowed to think for yourself. For instance, does everyone in
the church believexactly the same thing?

M Churches where they are trying to work their way into Heaven.

For by grace are ye saved through faiimd that not of yourselves: it is
the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should bedsphesians 2:8®

Many cults claim salvation is by grace, but after you join, you will find that the cult teaches
that salvation is by doing the works prescribgdHeir leadership.

M Legalistic churches. To find out how legalistic a church is, compare their rules to the list
in Acts chapter fifteen.

M Churchs with secret doctrines, doctrines that can be taught only to established members.

Jesus answered hirhspake @enly to the worlg | ever taught in the
synagogue, and in the temple, whither the Jews always resorinand
secret have | said nothing John 18:20

Christianity may have doctrines that are foolish and hard to understand to an unbeliever, but
they are nba secret kept from the unbeliever.

M Churches where the sermons are preoccupied with the doctrines that separate them from
other Christians. The church should be lifting up the name of Jesus and inspiring
believers to imitate Him.

The more of the above dia&teristics a church has, the more cultic it is. If a church has most of
these characteristic,may not even be Christian

For | know this, thaafter my departinghall grievous wolves enter in
among you, not sparing the floclAlsoof your own selves shall men
arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them
Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three lyszased
not to warn every one night and day with tearsActs 20:2931

Mistake #10: Depending on a Pastor to Understand the Bible

Do you need a pastor to understand the Bible? No, actually, you do not. Like avoiding cultic
influences, the scriptural admooiti is to avoid a pastor (or anyone) who says you need them, or
their organization, to understand God's Word. While a good pastor is a big help in understanding
the Scripture, those who would elevate themselves over you are not obeying the Lord, if they are
following Him at all. Let us look at a few scripture verses on this.

Neither be ye called mastefeachers]: for one is your Master, even
Christ. But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant. And
whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abasedd he that shall humble
himself shall be exalted Matthew 23:1612
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AND

[Paul speaking of a conference he attended in Jerusalem,] But of these who
seemed to be somewhat, (whatsoever they were, it maketh no matter to me:
God accepteth no man's person:) fieey who seemed to be somewhat in
conference added nothing to md3alatians 2:6

AND

[Jesus himself said:] But the anointing which ye have received of him
abideth in you, ange need not that any man teach ydout as the same
anointing teacheth you all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as
it hath taught you, ye shall abide in hirdl John 2:27

AND

[Again Jesus said:] Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will
guide you into all truth John 16:13a

It is interesting that in #1Bible, the wordninistermeans servant. Today in many churches (and
in the thesaurus) we have redefined the word ministthekeader or senior church member
We are all brothers. The brother who is qualified to lead a Bible study will also havdakhieac
spirit.

Therefore every scribe which is instructed unto the kingdom of heaven is
like unto a man that is an householder, which bringeth forth out of his
treasure things new and oldMathew 13:52

Often Bible teachers, in trying to imitate Jesugadpwith authority.

And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were
astonished at his doctrine: For he taught them as one having authority, and
not as the scribes: Matthew 7:2829

Unfortunately, some teachers who speak wittnauity have little or no understanding of the verse
they are eisegeting. When a passage of scripture is not clear, you should speak humbly, when you
are trying to expound on it, while also being open to correction. Speak with authority only when
you are abolutely sure about the passage, and even then be careful.

Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.
- 1 Corinthians 10:12

One final warning, some pastors have a stake in believing certain doctrines. It will be harder to
persuaé pastor of his error when his job depends on believing a false doctrine, than to wake a man
who is pretending to sleep.

In closing, there are many faithful pastors; nothing | have said should be construed as opposing
them, rather as Paul taught:
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Let theeldersthat rule wellbe countedvorthy of double honorespecially
they who labor in the word and doctrin€l Timothy 5:17

Mistake #11: Mistaking Good Stories for True Doctrine

Often teachers, will make up stories or use examples from their own ligeisTdngood teaching

aid as it helps us to memorize the lesson. | would not hesitate to use examples or tell a parable
when it helps make the point. However, a good story should not to be mistaken for a true story. Nor
should a true story be mistaken @od doctrine.

Perhaps a story | heard once can drive the point home:

A certain executive worked in the advertising department of a major soft drink
company. He was very successful and proud, able to make great advertisements and
bring in large sums of mey for his company. One day the company worked out a
deal to sell their product in an Islamic country. The company naturally had this man
handle the advertising campaign. As he started his work, a young native of the
country tried to offer him some advicEhe executive cut him off, insulting the

native with the words:I"have an education anéxperience, you have

nothing, now get back and empty a garbage can, there is where you
belong. The finished products, | ardge bill boar
throughout the country. On the left side of the billboard, there was a tired man. He
looked tired and sore with perspiration covering his face. In the middle panel of the
billboard, he was drinking the company's soft drink. In the last scene, the man is
completely rejuvenated with a huge smile of satisfaction.-Qftthe executive had

only been willing to listen to what the native tried to tell him, people in his country
read from right to left.

This may be a good story to teach humility. Yet a psydisidby leaving off the last sentence)
could use this exec ustudytetéash thatrwe must have igb sl esteeans a

For this reason, be careful wigase studies;ommon in sethelp books. As an author tells a
story, he will callit a case study and present it as true. However, you must remember that the
author is trying to sell you something.

During the summer of 2005, | attended O6Bi bl ica
studies; some of them would bring tearour eyes. However, upon a little reflection, some of the
stories were silly (as was some of the doctrine they were using them to teach). Beware, on close

examination, mangase studiewill bear little resemblance to the truth.

The problems with caseusties:

i The person has an agenda; he will present only the stories that support it.
U You do not know the history of the case study.

i Was it a blind study?

u Did the person sharing the study have first hand information?

u Oftenthey are just stories. Just the other day, heard some poetry | learned as a child,
rewritten and told as a true story by a preacher on the radio.
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Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke,
exhort with all longsuffering and dosme. For the time will come when
they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they
heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;tey shall turn away
their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables

- 2 Timothy4:2-4

Rule #4: Watch Out For Line Upon Line Instruction

One technique of teaching | cgpifecept upon precept line upon line instructionwith
this method, the teacher does not produce all the evidence before he draws a conclusion. Rather he
shows one @rse of scripture and draws an inference, and then he shows another verse and builds

on the previous inference, doing this as it wéireg upon line
One teacher when asked, quoted Isaiah to explain why he used this method.

For precept must be upon pre¢gprecept upon precept; line upon line,
line upon line; here a little, and there a littlelsaiah 28:10

However, he did not quote Isaiah 28:13.

But the word of the LORD was unto them precept upon precept, precept
upon precept; line upon line, line upbne; here a little, and there a little;
that they might go, and fall backward, and be brokeand snared, and
taken.- Isaiah 28:13

Before we decide which doctrine is truth, we should try to put all the verses on the table as it were.

Jesus answered hirhspake openly to the world; | ever taught in the
synagogue, and in the temple, whither the Jews always resort; and in secret
have | said nothing. John 18:20

Teaching doctrine line upon line does not prove a doctrine is false; however, if a tzauitibe
up front about all his beliefs in the beginning of his study, it is likely he is not teaching the Gospel
of Christ.

Mistake #12: Being Deceived by the Bait and Switch

Thebait and switchs where an advertisement, thait, gets you into the stor¥et, when you

arrive, cl ai-out thegalesrhagwitoheshe alweitised product with another. If he
is doing this on purpose, it is false advertising, and probably illegal.

TheBait and Switchs a normal tactic for cult leaders. And unforatgly, many respected
Christian leaders do this same thing when teachiege is an example of bait and switching, Jesus
warned:

And if thy foot offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter halt into
life, than having two feet to be cast ittell, into the fire thahevershall
be quenched:- Mark 9:45
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Though Jesus said, Aithe fire that never shalll
go out anyway, and one of their pretexts is in Jeremiah:

Al ki ndl e a fraoff amd itismall devow thg malacessof t h e
Jerusalem, and it shafiot be quenched. Jeremiah 17:27

The argument is, that since the fire went out aftdeivoured the palacethis passage proves
that the fire Jesus talked about in Luke will also go out.

Did you notice the switch? The Jesus ga@&V/er Jeremiah only saidOt Does changing a simple
word like the word never to not, change the meaning of a sentence? The answer is yes, here are
some examples:

Column A Column B
Does, 1did not lie. Meanthe same as, | have never lied.
Or does, |did not start a fire Mean the same as, | have never started a fire.
Or does, | will not come over. Mean the same as, | will never come over.

Or does, The fire shall not be Mean the same as, The fire that never shall be
guenched. guenched.

Column A always refers to a definite, limited, time period, in the past or future.
Column B always refers to an infinitely long time period, into the past or into future.

In another example dfait and switchwe will see how some of these same teachers eisegete
forever and evein Revelation 14:11 and 20:10

And the smoke of their torment ascendgilorever and everand they
have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and
whosoever receiveth timeark of his name. Revelation 14:11

AND

And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and
brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be
tormented day and niglfibrever and ever- Revelation 20:10

Tounderstand tlee t wo v e r $\Me ¢nust tehtbeyBildeadefine the Bible( t he bai t
Then they proceed to use these passages (the switch) ouQifithestament
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Then his master shall bring him unto the judges; he shall also bring him to
the door, or unto thdoor post; and his master shall bore his ear through
with an awl; and he shall serve hilorever. - Exodus 21:6

But Hannah went not up; for she said unto her husband, | will not go up
until the child be weaned, and then | will bring him, that he may appear
before the LORD, antthere abide forever- 1 Samuel 1:22

In such a case, if a teacher were really utirey Bible to define the Bihlee would look where
the same Greek worderever and evefesi aheeohn' aheehn’) are used. Passages like:
Revelationchapters 1:6,vs.4:910, vs.5:1314, vs.7:12,vs.10:6, vs.11:15,vs.15:7, and finally
verse 22:5. If they would exegete these verses withodnaliteand switchthey would conclude
thatforever and evetloes mean, forever and ever even when dieggpunishment.

Often the smallest and least significant word in a passage gives it its thrust. For example in the
Jehovah Witness Bible, they add the word fAabod

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and ttee Wo
was God- John 1:1

TO,

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was[a] God.- John 1:1

This little switch has caused them to deny their Lord, though they claim He bought them.

One lastexample of thdait and switchl have heard a charismatic preacher use this style more
t han once: ABut what does God say? What does

something unscriptural, without even bothering to give a scripturéocitathis is a commobait
and switchreplacing the Word of God, for the opinion of man.

Be careful if you teach that you do re@it and switchby accident and avoid any teacher who
does it on purpose.

Personal Mistakes to Avoid in Study

In the previoushapter, we looked at how some pastors have been a poor influence. In this chapter,
we will look at some personal errors that cause Christians to misunderstand scripture.

Mistake #13: Taking Scripture Verses Out of Context

Taking scripture out of context the number one cause of false doctrine. This mistake is easy to
correct and if we would just take it to heart, there would be another reformation.

Here is an example of taking a verse out of context; many devotionals have used the following
scripture vese to comfort their readers.
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For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills.
- Psalm 50:10

However, the Psalmist did not write this verse for our comfort. Psalm 50 is a rebuke. Suppose you
gave your son an angry rebuke. Whatwd you think, if he was unmindful that you were scolding
him, and went off singing your words as a little ditty?

Taking Bible passages out of context, is by far the biggest fault among Christian students and
teachers. This point was brought home to memnwlas a new Christian, | attended an elgiur

Bible study (at a local church) that taught the devil wascarnal mind

To be honest, by the end of that long day, the charismatic teacher had me convinced. Fortunately,
at the urgent prompting of a maeuChristian brother, | got my notes out and privately restudied

the same verses all over again. Since then, | have been on sort of a crusade against taking scripture
verses out of context.

| have seen and heard hundreds examples of what | no@nellVese TheologyThe most

common way to be deceived Bne Verse Theolodyin a topical Bible study; where the

teacher picks out single verses to prove what he is trying to teach. The big problem with topical
Bible studies is that most Christian do not tdketime to see if a verse is taken out of context.

Using Scripture taken out of context, you can prove any doctrine you want. This is the how all cult
leaders teach false doctrine.

And he spake a parable unto them, Can the blind lead the blind? shall the
not both fall into the ditch? Luke 6:39

Topical studies have their place; howevel,gpical Bible Studwill be no better than the
teacherdés overall comprehension of the entire
if you are a good stlent, so will you.

The disciple is not above his master: but every one thriectshall be
as his master. Luke 6:40

Therefore, you should be very careful when you use them to study doBeiassured, | would
not be offended if you emailed maysng that you checked every scripture reference used in this
study.

One verse theology is not limited to cult leaders; many of our renowned Christian leaders are also
guilty. Here is a verse that is commonly used to tedehedribulation Rapturethe bdief that
Jesus will catch the church up to Himself befdtee Great Tribulation

| tell you, in that night there shall be two men in one bed; the one shall be
taken, and the other shall be left. Two women shall be grinding together;

the one shall be take and the other left. Two men shall be in the field; the

one shall be taken, and the other lettuke 17:3436

This verse, taken out of context, has convinced many there will be a pretribulation rapture. Yet if
you read the verse in context, the neattse says:
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And they answered and said unto him, Where, Lord? And he said unto
them, Wheresoever the body is, thither will the eagles be gathered together.
- Luke 17:37

As we read Luke 17:337 together, we will findne shall be taken and the other |efie

disciples t he nwheseklLor?dSinbeghose that are leftpstay putd the disciples
must be asking where the ones that will be taken are going. Jesus answers that the eagles (or
vulture since eagles do not usually pursue carrion) witbgehere the body is! If we study the
above verses in context, it teaches, the wicked are the ones that will be taken.

But have we got it right yet? Didréally read it in context? No!! To see where | went wrong, and
to learn how to take verses in condst us look at Luke seventeen more closely, we will start by
looking at the first word in every verse.

Looking carefully, we see that nearly every vemsehis chapter, is connected to the one that
precedes it.

Vs # 1st Word Comment
1. Then ‘Then'is a continuation of time from the previous chapter.
2. It To know why there is an 'it', you need to read verse one.
3. Take ‘Take' may be the start of a new thought.
4. And Connects to verse 3
5. And dittos
6. And dittos
7. But The word 'But’ conrats this verse with contrast to verse 6.
8. And Connects to previous verse.
9. Doth Connects to previous verse.
10.So Connects to previous verse.
11. And Though 'And' usually connects a previous verse, this verse
may actually be a new thought.
12.And The word 'And’ connects to the previous verse.
13.And dittos
14.And dittos
15.And dittos
16.And dittos
17.And dittos
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18.There Even without arAndthis continues the previous verse.

19.And Connects to previous verse.

20. And ThoughAnd usually conects to a previous verse, As in verse
11, this verse may actually be a new thought.

21.Neither ‘Neither' continues the thought of the previous verse.

22.And The word 'And’ connects to the previous verse.

23.And dittos

24.For dittos

25.But ‘But’ contrats a thought with the previous verse.

26. And Although this verse is connected to 25, this 'And’' compares
thoughtsin verse 26.

27.They Even without theAndthis continues the previous verse.

28.Likewise 'Likewise' continues the thought of the previvesse.

29.But ‘But’ contrasts a thought with the previous verse.

30.Even 'Even’ continues the thought of the previous verse.

31.In 'In' continues the thought of the previous verse.

32.Remember 'Remember’ returns to verse 28.

33.Whosoever Even withoutan Andthis verse continues the previous verse.

34. | tell you, in that night... What night? The 'that' connects to one of the
previous verses.

35.Two Continues thought from verse 34
36.Two Continues thought from verse 34
37.And '‘And’ connects to prevus verse.

If you are not familiar with the doctrine of a pretribulation rapture, the following example may be
hard to follow; even so you can see how Luke 17 is really a couple of big thoughts rather than 37
little and distinct verses. Now back to theseewe were studying earlier.

| tell you, in that night there shall be two men in one bed; the one shall be
taken, and the other shall be left. Two women shall be grinding together;
the one shall be taken, and the other left. Two men shall be in theHield;
one shall be taken, and the other lettuke 17:3436
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To understand this verse weltelyeu, inthatkghii;t i n
what night is this? When taken in context, these verses are connected to the same day that Jesus
mentioned three verses earlier.

In that day, he which shall be upon the housetop, and his stuff in the house,
let him not come down to take it away: and he that is in the fieldintet
likewise not return back.Luke 17:31

This verse answers the questof when some will be taken and some will be left? If, (according to
Daniel 9:27) the events in verse 31 happen in the middle of the tribulation. Then, taken in context
of its chapter, Luke 17:34 cannot teach a pretribulation rapture. When you takesién context

you will come closer to what Luke 17:34 is really teaching.
If you do not take the effort to study verses in context beware of the curse in 2nd Peter 3:16.

As also in all [Pauls] epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which
are sme things hard to be understood, whilely that are unlearne@nd
unstable wrest, as they do also the other scripture their own
destruction - 2 Peter 3:16

Mistake #14: Twisting the Words Meaning
Thou shalt not seethe a kid in his mother's milkxodus 34:26

About 30 years ago, as a new Christian, | misunderstood the above vefssiashall not look
on a child while he is breasteding The wordseetheseemed an olfashioned way of
sayingsee Not growing up on a farnkid interpreted nicelyaschild. The verse seemed to teach
modesty, a theme in the Bible. Unfortunately, this is not what Moses was trying to teach at all.

However, before | could figure that out | had to give the words the same meaning as the authors
originally intended.

CO

Thefat that it is wrong to twist a wordbs meani

writers do it so often that apparently it is not. If you knowingly twist a word's meaning in order to
prove a doctrine, again you may be under the curse of 2 P&éer 3

Here is a common mistake, look at the following parable.

And again [Jesus] said, Whereunto shall | liken the kingdom of God? It is
like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal, till the
whole was leavenedLuke 13:21

Many Christiandelieve that the woman is Jesus, the leaven is the gospel and the meal as the
world. This parable seems to make sense to them ghrterpretation.

Yet, is there a dictionary or lexicon (Greek, Hebrew or English) that defines thewaimiainas
Jesus|eavenas the Gospel anealas the world? Did Jesus, a prophet or apostle ever use any of

the wordswoman leavenor mealsymbolicdly giving it a similar interpretation anywhere else
in scripture?
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If you wish to understand the above parable, first look at how a lexicon defines its words; next, see
if and how the Holy Spirit may have defined the symbolic words in other portionsiitise, than

apply the same definitions here. If we apply these rules, this parable we would understand the
admonition Jesus is giving us. Our Lord knows what he wanted every word in every parable to
mean. Prayerfully and carefully, seek only for thosemegs.

For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after
their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;
And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto
fables.- 2 Timothy4:3-4

Mistake #15: Not Thinking! Some Interpretations Are Abominable

We need to be careful in walking with God, this included our study of His word, that we bring Him
glory. It should be obvious, to anyone who is born again, that the Scriptures willeeders to

find fault with anything of GodHere is a true story.

There once was a Christian, who decided it
instead, he was devoting his time to, what he felt was, serving God. Even after his
large family was startng t o go hungry, he continued bel

will for him not to work. After watching this go on for a while, and believing that he
was in error. | counseled him that God wants him to be the provider for his family. |
even quoted him thimllowing Scripture verse:

But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of
his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an
infidel. - 1 Timothy 5:8

This verse did not concern my friend in the least. He explaineégpikitual

interpretation: If God did not provide for his owmg was worse than an infidel. As
my friend's family was suffering because he would not work, slightly afraid, |
warned him that any interpretation of scripture that implies our Lord is worse than
an infidel is wicked. The Scripture says:

But | say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak,
they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.
- Matthew 12:36

Since that time, | have heard many teachers proclaim other doctrines that webealswhle.
Once a teacher said that if the Jews rebuilt their temple in Jerusalem, it would be an abomination to
God. Another person dared compare the Law of God to witchcraft in his teaching that we are now

undergrace Compare this to the scripture:

Think not that | am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: | am not come
to destroy, but to fulfill. For verily | say unto you, Till heaven and earth
pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be
fulfilled. - Matthew 5:1718
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Run from any teacher that accuses our Lord of practicing sorcery! Finally, in the Book of Mark we
have an example, of an abominable interpretation, when the religious leaders taught that Jesus was
casting out demons by the power of the devil. We shoutdallk e heed to Jesusod r

But he that shall blaspheme against tHely Ghost hath never
forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damnatieMark 3:29

A little prayer and honest reflecting tmeuld av
today many teachers are more given to fables.

For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after
their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;
And they shall turn away their ears from the trighd shall be turned unto
fables. - 2 Timothy 4:34

Mi stake #16: Allowing a Verseobds O0Spiritual Meas
The high priest then asked Jesus of his disciples, and of his doctrine. Jesus
answered him, | spake openly to the Mpl ever taught in the synagogue,
and in the temple, whither the Jews always resort; and in secret have | said
nothing. - John 18:1920

When some Christians believe they ségpritual meaningn a passage of Scripture, what they

really mean is that &y see an allegory or symbolic language. Sygritual meaningf a verse
is what God thinks the verse means. If God meant it to have literal interpretation (with no allegory

intended), that is the reSipiritual meaningf the passage.

When we think we san allegory taught in a passage of scripture, if it is true, it will not negate the
plain or literal meaning of the passage. Using an earlier example:

But if any provide not for his own, and especially for those of his own
house, he hath denied the faiimd is worse than an infidel.
- 1 Timothy 5:8

The plain teaching is to provide for your family. Therefore, any other Spiritual meaning (if there is
another one) will not remove the responsibility from the believer to provide for his family.

Let us lookat another example. But first we must understand two common doctrines held by many
Christians.

. Eternal security: Once a person has sincerely saigitieer's prayehe is truly saved, and
his salvation can never be lost.

. All the lost burn in torment forer: Even a person who has never heard the Gospel will burn
in horrible torment forever.

A while back, a Christian brother was teaching about the torment all unbelievers will receive in
hell; as he was quoting Luke 12 in his teaching, it inspired me tib asen example here.
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And that servant, which knew his lord's will, and prepared not himself,
neither did according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. But he
that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with
few stipes.- Luke 12:4748

As many Christian hold to the above two doctrines, | pose these three questions to them.

1.1l n the above parable, what does o6[ He] shalll b
2.1l n the above parable, whatridpesdéddmelap?shall b

3. Why is a Christian, losing his reward calledny stripe® And an unbeliever suffering
eternal torment calletew stripes

Watch out so your spiritual interpretations do not negate the plain teachings of the scripture.

Rule #5: Watch Out For Legalistic Interpretations

Some interpretations of Scripture are more to the letter, then the law of the Medes and the Persians.
One of the more humorous ones that | have heard is the interpretation of this passage:

Whose adorning let it not be that outwadorning ofplaiting the hair,

and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; But let it be the hidden
man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a
meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.

- 1 Peter 3:34

A friend condemned me a few years ago, because my daughters plaited (braid) their hair. | tried to
explain that he was taking this passage in Peter too legalistically. He got angry and could not
understand how | could transgress a clear comhira scripture so blatantly. Showing him the

verse, | said, If this verse condemns braiding of hair and if this verse condemns

wearing of gold, then Peter aHestammeednde m
as he desperately tried to prove otherwiseisHtill a very legalistic person; the New Testament is

nothing more to this friend than another version off@mmurabi Code

Some denominations do not allow their women to wear jewelry, not even a wedding band, because
of this verse. While | do not wegwelry, | desire my wife to wear a wedding band, not to look
worldly, rather to let other men know, that she is mine.

| believe the church is preoccupied with many erroneous doctrines. One rule of thumb | use to
decide if a rule is important is to cheakd see if Jesus talked about it in the Gospels. If a dogma
was not important enough for Jesus to expound on, then perhaps it is not important enough for the
church to fight over.
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For the sake of learning not to be legalistic, let us read this passage aga

Likewise, ye wives,

7z

e

Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair,
and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; But let it be the hidden
man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a
me& and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.

-1 Peter 3:1, 4

Actually, this verse is not even talking to all women. If you take out your Bible and read the

passage in context, Peter was talking to wives who are trying to convetiubbands to
Christianity. Pettherputtingon af@ppar@lo odemmiyndhpi ng el se
telling wives that they can be more effective in winning their husband by putting on the ornament

of a meek and quiet spirit. To loosely paraphraserPktis more important to adorn the

inside then the outside

Paul also mentions how women who profess godliness should dress. The idea is the same, while
adding modesty, it is more important to adorn the inside then the outside. Judge this following case
for yourself.

A young girl, professing to be a believer, spends two hours in the mirror each
morning before school as she applies gobs of makeup. However, she does not
technically violate the commands given in, 1st Peter 3:3 or

2nd Timothy 2:9.

Anothergirl, professing to be a believer, braids her hair (to keep it out of the water)
before she helps her mother with the dishes.

[Jesus speaking to the religious leaders:] Even so ye also
outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full
of hypocriy and iniquity.- Matthew 23:28

Do you possibly think Jesus is displeased with the second girl because she braded her hair?

In another example, some Christian sects believe it is a sin for a Christian to play a musical
instrument. This is because the N€astament never mentions any one playimgusical

instrument. *Never has there been more doctrine learned from fewer verses. Does it please our
Lord to make such rules after he said:

Howbeit in vain do they worship meaching for doctrines the
commandments of menMark 7:7

Is your Church legalistic on dress codes or on other practices in a way that Jesus never commanded
nor forbade?

In the next example, the teacher (like an attorney who studying a binding comesct)ad believe
the scriptures to speak in symbolic language.
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Roman Catholics and some Protestants believe that since our Lordldaie:i$ my bodywhen
He held up the matzos during His last supper, that the bread is actually his body, and that a priest
can now turn bread into the physical presence of our Lord.

If they are correct (the bread turns into the physical presence of Jesus), we should all be worshiping
that wafer of bread. If they are mistaken, they are worshiping a piece of bread (idotgtGddn

Is Jesus allowed to speak figuratively? In other verses, Jesus said:
He is the door (John 10:7).
He is the vine (John 158).
He is the corner stone (Matthew 21:42, Mark 12:10, Luke 20:17).
He is the rock (Romans 9:33, 1 Peter 2:8).

Weshould hank God that Christians do not go aroun
better not go down that road.

One last example of legalism. One time on Christian Radio, a pastor interpreting a passage of
Scripture saidThe word three (3) is nobtbe taken literally here. Let me give you an

e X a mp Thed iée proceeded to show a place in the Bible where some Israelite rounded off a
number somewhere. (I do not remember where or what number, however, someone did round off a
number somewhere.) Usingis as a preface, he created a rii@omeone rounded off a

number and this proves the Jews always round off numbers; therefore, their numbers
must never to be taken precisely

This rule is not only legalistic it is meaningless, most of us have both rooffdadmbers and
used numbers with precision.

Mistake #17: Verse Overkill

Just before writing the chapter, | served at a Christian rehab for about six months. During that time
| attended a mandatory weekly Bible study for the students.

| have never atteted a Bible study where the teacher so completely worked every word to death.
This class looked for synonyms of each word; it looked for relationships between words and
between thoughts. The teacher had the class go from studying every particle of speakind

up nearly every word in six different dictionaries (not kidding). During the time | was there, the
class never got out of the first chapter of Colossiblies.did the class ever read two verses
together! Many of the students went away frustrateot being fed out of Colossians.

When Paul wrote the letter to the Colossians, he expected them to read it. Is not that what you
expect when you write a letter?

And when this epistle is read among you, cause that it be read also in the
church of the Ladiceans; and that ye likewise read the epistle from
Laodicea.- Colossians 4:16
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Now some commentary is good. For instance, defining a Greek word or explaining a Hebrew
tradition to make the text more clear is always welcome. However, do not dissecipheesc

passage until it loses its God given inspiration. Pastors, is it is not always edifying to give a lengthy
sermon on just one or two verses of Scripture. Many churches would come to life if they spent less
time parsing every single verse andinsteaad mor e of Godods wor d.

Mistake #18: Treating the Kingdom of God as a Democracy

Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way,
that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in there at:
Because strait is the gatand narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life,
and few there be that find tMatthew 7:1314

Did you ever hear someone expound on a Scripture sa§lhtgading scholars believe . or.
The church fathers all taught ., or maybe (Name of denomiiat) have always taught

For example, every person | have ever asked, who belfevaliennialismor aPretribulation

rapture, learned their doctrine from an extra biblisalirce’’ the main reason they believe either
of these doctrines, is that is what everyone else in their church believes.

Many teachers imply that what most people believe (at least in their denomination) is the criteria
for determiningwhat is true. There was a time not long ago when most everyone thought the sun
circled the earth. When Jesus was standing trial, the majority said, "Crucify him!" Just because
most people believe something, that does not make it true or right. If wet éxfedd to proper
beliefs, we will need better proofs to believe.

Mistake #19: Finding Private Interpretations in Scripture

Of course, the pendulum can swing the other way. That is when someone believes God has
personally given him a unique interpredati Touching on this Peter said:

We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye
take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn,
and the day star arise in your hearts: Knowing this first, tt@prophey

of the scripture is of any private interpretatiof-or the prophecy came

not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost2 Peter 1:1921

In this passage, the apostle Peter is making at least twa.peirst, a prophecy is not subject to

the prophet's personal opinion. Second, the interpretation of a prophecy is not subject to our
personal opinion. In other words, the Lord, will give his church one interpretation and we as
individual Christians are tbe patient and wait for that understanding. The Bible cannot mean
something that it never meant; a private interpretation then, is an interpretation that did not come
from the Bible.

Many church doctrines, specifically those that divide the church, cammevhat were once
private interpretations held by church leaders. One way these leaders could have avoided their
mistake (when testing their interpretation of a scripture passage) would have been to ask two
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guestions: Have others come up with the sangpnetation when studying this passage? And,
have they done so completely separate from me?

Even when you use a Bible commentary, because others read the same commentary, you may all
come to the same conclusion. It is in this way that most denominattengréet the Bible and pass
down their creeds.

Here is one example; The Book of Revelation has a passage that describes placing a mark in the
right hand or forehead.

And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of
the beastlsould both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship
the image of the beast should be killed. And he causeth all, both small and
great, rich and poor, free and bond,receive a mark in their right hand,

or in their foreheads And that no man mig buy or sell, save he that had

the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name. Here is
wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for
it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and
six.- Revelation 13:1418

We need a little history before we continue. Faithful Seventh Day Adventists believe that the
Roman Catholic Pope changed the day of worship from Saturday to Sunday. They also teach, that
in the last days, the Pope will make Sundayrch attendance mandatory (could this have been
someone's private interpretation?). They continue by saying; in that day, worshiping on a Sunday
will be the mark of the beast.

The Seventh Day Adventists admit that there is no way to get this interprdigtieading your

Bible on your own. And though they would say it differently, this is the private interpretation of
E.G. White. To justify it, they also believe she has a special anointing to interpret the Bible. Yet
what saith the Scripture?

[Jesus saidFor many shall come in my name, sayihgm Christ and
shall deceive many.Matthew 24:5

AND

And [Jesus] said, Take heed that ye be not deceived: for many shall come
In my name, saying,am Christ andthe time draweth neargo ye not
therefore after them- Luke 21:8

AND

As [Paul speaking on behalf of the apostles] said before, so say | now
again, if any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have
received, let him be accsed.- Galatians 1:9

From these three scripture verses, we should be able to see the urgency of avoiding anybody with a

special anointingind by implicationheir private interpretation of scripture. An interpretation
does not need to be popular to be correct; it just cannot be private.
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Rule #6: Personal Application

A private interpretatioris not the same thing as personal application. Once we understand
scrpture, we are expected to make personal applications in our own life and God can lead each of
us in a different way thereby.

Peter seeing [John] saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do?

Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till | come,atis that to thee?
follow thou me.

Then went this saying abroad among the brethren, that that disciple should
not die: yet Jesus said not unto him, He shall not die; but, If | will that he
tarry till | come, what is that to thee?John 21:2123

It is in order to follow Jesus personally, that we study His word in the first place.

Mistake #20: Assuming Chronological Order in Scripture

The writers of the Bible did not always write in chronological order. Apparently, eastern thought
does not assume chronoicgl order. Let us look at a few different prophecies to see some
examples of this eastern thought. We will begin with Ezekiel-28:1

1-2 And it came to pass in the eleventh year, in the first day of the month, that the word of
the LORD came unto mgaying, Son of man, because that Tyrus hath said against
Jerusalem, Aha, she is broken that was the gates of the people: she is turned unto me: |
shall be replenished, now she is laid waste:

3-4 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, | am agairns¢ ti© Tyrus, and will cause
many nations to come up against thee, as the sea causeth his waves to come up. And they
shall destroy the walls of Tyrus, and break down her towers:

4b-7 1 will also scrape her dust from hemand make her like the top of a rod¢kshall be a
place for the spreading of nets in the midst of the sea: for | have spoken it, saith the Lord
GOD: and it shall become a spoil to the nations. And her daughters which are in the
field shall be slain by the sword; and they shall know tlahlIthe LORD.

8-11 For thus saith the Lord GOD; Beholtdwill bring upon Tyrus Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon a king of kings, from the north, with horses, and with chariots, and with
horsemen, and companies, and much people. He shall slay with thetsydalighters
in the field: and he shall make a fort against thee, and cast a mount against thee, and lift
up the buckler against thee. And he shall set engines of war against thy walls, and with
his axes he shall break down thy towers. By reason ofuilnedance of his horses their
dust shall cover thee: thy walls shall shake at the noise of the horsemen, and of the
wheels, and of the chariots, when he shall enter into thy gates, as men enter into a city
wherein is made a breach. With the hoofs of hisé®shall he tread down all thy
streets: he shall slay thy people by the sword, and thy strong garrisons shall go down to
the ground.

12-13 And they shall make a spoil of thy riches, and make a prey of thy merchandise: and they
shall break down thy wallgnd destroy thy pleasant houses: and they shall lay thy
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stones and thy timber and thy dust in the midst of the water. And | will cause the noise of
thy songs to cease; and the sound of thy harps shall be no more heard.

14 And I will make thee like thep of a rockithou shalt be a place to spread nets upon
thou shalt be built no more: for | the LORD have spoken it, saith the Lord GOD.
- Ezekiel 26:14

Shortly after the Babylonians invaded Israel, Ezekiel spoke this prophesy against the city of Tyrus.
In verses 8 through 11, Ezekiel prophesied that Nebuchadnezzar would come and take the city.
This is now an historical event. However, did Nebuchadneszeape her dust from her and

make her like the top of a ro@kst half of verse 4)? No! That happerahturies later when
Alexander the Great came and finished the job. He took the city on the mainland and used the
stones for a causeway that he needed to capture the island 1,200 yards off her coast. When he ran
out of stones, he continued by scrapingdineoff, right down to the bedrock! Today, thousands of
years later, fishermen are spreading their nets on the rocks that used to be Tyrus (Verse 14).

Here in our present time we see this prophecy fulfilled completely. When you understand that
chronologcal order is only a style of writing (that was ignored by Ezekiel) we see this prophecy
fulfilled perfectly.

To see another example about time, look at Isaiah-®.1:1

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed
me to preach gooddings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the
prison to them that are bound; To proclaim the acceptable year of the
LORD,

and the day of vengeance of our God; to comforthait mourn; To

appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes,
the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of

heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of
the LORD, that he mght be glorified. To appoint unto them that mourn in
Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the
garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees
of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, taimight be glorified.

And they shall build the old wastes, they shall raise up the former
desolations, and they shall repair the waste cities, the desolations of many
generations. And strangers shall stand and feed your flocks, and the sons of
the alien &all be your plowmen and your vinedressers. But ye shall be
named the Priests of the LORD: men shall call you the Ministers of our

God: ye shall eat the riches of the Gentiles, and in their glory shall ye

boast yourselves.lsaiah 61:16

Many years laterLuke records that Jesus stood up in his own synagogue and quoted the first
paragraph of this prophecylodayisdhis Scriptutei ng up t h
fulfiled inyourear8 . Yet, did Jesus fulfill rmeRBReadvhol e
the last paragraph.
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It is obvious that these events in the prophecy have not yet happened. The Prophets talk about
events that are hundreds or thousands of years apart, and they talk, in any order they want, and they
do not need to draw our attem to it. And not just the prophets, none of the inspired writers

assumed a chronological order of their events. Therefore, when you are trying to figure out

chronological order, you need to see actual connections, wordslgeafter that,*or the next

day, are useful to help draw a conclusion. It is a major goal of eschatology, to understand the
chronological order of ertime prophecy.

Rules to Apply in Study

Up to this point, | have spent most of my time discussing emangerpreting scripture. If the

church avoided these errors, sound doctrine would follow; with that unity. However, beyond
avoiding the mistakes, there are some rules th
Word. | have found the following to eelpful in my studies.

Rule #7: Use Two or Three Witnesses to Develop Doctrine
But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the
mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.
- Matthew 18:16

"This is the thirdtime | am coming to you. In the mouth of two or three
witnesses shall every word be establishetiCorinthians 13:1

One way to keep from misinterpreting the Bible is to have at least two or three passages, (two or
three witnesses). If you look at alktipassages on a particular subject, before you try to develop
your doctrine, you will avoid many mistakes.

Example; some denominations teach that when you baptize, you must say thinvibi@lsrame
of JesusThis doctrine came from this verse:

Then Petesaid unto them, Repent, ahd baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Chridior the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift
of the Holy Ghost: Acts 2:38

Unfortunately, using only this verse for their doctrine, some say that bapitizitite hame of the

Father, and of the Son and Holy Spidbes not count. Once a person has his one verse
theology, it is useless to show them a second witness; they will only eisegete this next verse.

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing tirethe name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghesttatthew 28:19

| f a particular ver sej iurs tt, wamletBeObrde de referinggto t al ki n

honest menr only men If the context of the passage does not answeguestion, sometimes
a look at other passages on a subject is necessary before we draw our conclusions. If we do not
hear all the testimony, we will not have sound judgment or sound doctrine.

Rule #8: Know Who is Speaking, and to Whom He is Speaking
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Beforewe start, let me share a short excerpt from Abbott and Costello's famous Ydharlys on
First.

Costello (acting as a popcorn vender): "When you pay off the first base man every
month, who gets the money?"

Abbott (acting as a baseball player):Everydollar of it. Why not? The man is
entitled to it."

Costello: "Who is?"

Abbott: "Yeah!"

Costello: "So who gets it?"

Abbott: "Why shouldn't he? Sometimes his wife comes down and collects it."
Costello: "Whose wife?"

Abbott: "Yes, after all the man easnt."

Costello: "Who does?"

Abbott: "Absolutely!

Costello: "All I'm trying to find out is, What is the guys name on first base?"
Abbott: "No. What is on second base!"

Costello: "I'm not asking you who is on second base."

Abbott: "Who is on first!"

Costello: "That's what I'm trying to find out!"

Abbott: "Don't change the players around!"

Costello: "I'm not changing nobody! What is the guys name on first base?"
Abbott: "What is on second!"

Costello: "I'm not asking you who is on second!"

The skitgoes on like this until eventually Costello, without knowing what he is talking about,
names all nine players on the baseball team.

If Lou Costello knew whom he was talking about, it would have ruined the skit. However, in most
other cases it is essentva¢ understand who is talking to whom. If the Bible student ignores this
rule, false doctrine will soon creep in.

Christians often refer to the Bible afie Word of Godamen! Yet the Bible records the words
of countless other people, even angels. We neisabeful that we know who is speaking in the
different Bible passages so we can weigh their words properly.
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In the next example, look at these verses from The Book of Job as he speaks wisdom and prophecy.

For | know that my redeemer liveth, and that hallsstand at the latter

day upon the earth: And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet
in my flesh shall | see God: Whom | shall see for myself, and mine eyes
shall behold, and not another; though my reins be consumed within me.

- Job 19:2527

In this passage, Job says that he believes in a living Redeemer. Job also expects God will resurrect
his body and he will see God. This is all good stuff.

Now, a few chapters later, in the same book, Eliphaz is speaking:

Acquaint now thyself with him, ane lat peace: thereby good shall come

unto thee. Receive, | pray thee, the law from his mouth, and lay up his
words in thine heart. If thou return to the Almighty, thou shalt be built up,
thou shalt put away iniquity far from thy tabernacles. Then shaltdou

up gold as dust, and the gold of Ophir as the stones of the brooks. Yea, the
Almighty shall be thy defence, and thou shalt have plenty of silver. For then
shalt thou have thy delight in the Almighty, and shalt lift up thy face unto
God. Thou shalt makthy prayer unto him, and he shall hear thee, and

thou shalt pay thy vows. Thou shalt also decree a thing, and it shall be
established unto thee: and the light shall shine upon thy ways. When men
are cast down, then thou shalt say, There is lifting upl; la& shall save the
humble person. He shall deliver the island of the innocent: and it is
delivered by the pureness of thine handikb 22:2130

Eliphaz speaks of repentance and how the Lord builds us up. All of these words are right from the

Bible, yetshouldwe use this passage to teach Christian doctrine? God answers the question
himself at the end of the book, when he compares the words of Eliphaz to the words of Job.

In the last chapter of Job we read:

And it was so, that after the LORD had spoltesse words unto Jothe
LORD said to Eliphaz the Temanite, My wrath is kindled against thee
and against thy two friend$or ye have not spoken of me the thing that is
right, as my servant Job hath Job 42:7

Since the Lord was angry at the words ap&hz, we would do well not to quote Eliphaz as an
authority on our doctrine.

| used this example because teachers often quote The Book of Job without caring who is speaking.
Yet before quoting someone in the Bible, we should look at his qualificatioms.agrophet? Is

the person speaking even walking with God? It may be true that an ignorant person will sometimes
speak correctly. However, until we are sure the person has God's approval, we should not quote
him as an authority.

It is equally importantd find out to whom is the speaker is addressing. For instance, is the
audience: Jewish or Gentile, an individual or a group, a believer or an unbeliever, an adult or child,
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man or woman, single or marrietf?All these qestions have a bearing on our understanding and
application of scripture.

To understand this significance, we will look at a few passages on the law. In the book of Matthew,
Jesus said:

Think not that | am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: | aconod

to destroy, but to fulfill. For verily | say unto you, Till heaven and earth
pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be
fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least
commandments, and shall teach menhe shall be called the least in the
kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall
be called great in the kingdom of heavehlatthew 5:1719

Some important points for us to see.

@ Jesus did not say; the law was until the sththe New Testament dispensation, He said the
Law would not pass before the heaven and earth did.

@ Jesus did not warn about breaking The Ten Commandments; he warned about breaking even
one of the least of the commandments.

Il n spite of ygearslatd, the ApositeoPaul coraes feaching a doctrine that might
appear, at first glance, to be completely opposite.

But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith
which should afterwards be revealed. Wherefore the law was ou
schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.
But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaskar

ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ JesuSalatians 3:2326

AND

My little children, of wiom | travail in birth again until Christ be formed in
you, | desire to be present with you now, and to change my voide;
stand in doubt of you. Tell me, ye that desire to be under the dowe

not hear the law? Galatians 4:1921

Why did Paul stanth doubt of the Galatian believers? Because they placed themselves under
MosaicLaw So, should we keep the Il aw, or shoul dn
contradiction? Easy, Jesus is talking to the Jews; Paul is talking to the Gentilesthisisgdmple

because the book of Acts will answer this question:

And when we were come to Jerusalem, the brethren received us gladly. And
the day following Paul went in with us unto James; and all the elders were
present. And when he had saluted thengdwared particularly what

things God had wrought among the Gentiles by his ministry.

- Acts 21:1719
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And when they heard it, they glorified the Lord, and said unto Hirouy
seest, brother, how many thousands of Jews there are which believe; and
they areall zealous of the law- Acts 21:20

And they are informed of thee, that thou teachest all the Jews which are
among the Gentiles to forsake Mosesaying that they ought not to
circumcise their children, neither to walk after the customgts 21:21

What is it therefore? the multitude must needs come together: for they will
hear that thou art come. Do therefore this that we say to thee: We have
four men which have a vow on thesActs 21:2223

Them take, and purify thyself with them, and be at dsavgth them, that
they may shave their heads: and all may know that those things, whereof
they were informed concerning thee, are nothing; butttiai thyself also
walkest orderly, and keepest the lawActs 21:24

As touching the Gentiles which belie, we have written and concluded
that they observe no such thingave only that they keep themselves from
things offered to idols, and from blood, and from strangled, and from
fornication. - Acts 21:25

We all know Paul was a Jew, yet few realize thatl Rapt the law (Acts21:24). However, Paul in
his letter to the Gentiles warns them not to believe salvation comes by observing the law. Paul
never contradicted Jesus by condemning the Jewish believers for keeping the law. (AeB1p1:20

In the next examnlp, we see why it is important to know if the speaker is addressing an individual,
or a multitude.

[Paul and Silas] said, [to the jailer] Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
thou'® shalt be saved, and thy housécts16:31

In this passage, Paul and Silas are replying to their jailer who just asked what he must do to be
saved. When Paul and Silas spoke, did they imply, as some teach, that if we believe our families
would be saved also? Or, were they simply promisiegl#iler his family? The answer is, the

Jailer was promised his family. This is because Paul was not writing this as an epistle to the church
(plural), he was prophesying to an individual (singular), a prophecy that did come to pass. Compare
Paul 6 so thoserofdlesustwhen he spoke to those who would come to believe on him, saying:

For | am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the
daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother
in law. Anda man's foes shall behey of his own householdHe that

loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that
loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.

- Matthew 10:3537

Rule #9: The Flow of Thought Should Harmonize
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Another important principle agu try to understand a verse, look at how the thought of the verse
flows with the rest of the passage. | will use the doctrireaf sleepfor anexample. Let us (at
least pretend to) believe in soul sleep as we read a portion of 1st Peter to see how this works.

For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than
for evil doing.For Christ also hath once suffered for sinshe just for the
unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but
quickened by the Spirit:

By which also he went and preached unto the spirits in pris@vhich
sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God wmaite

the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight
souls were saved by water. The like figure whereunto even baptism doth
also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the
answer of a good conscien@vard God,) by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ:

Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and
authorities and powers being made subject unto Rionasmuch then as
Christ hath suffered forus in the flesh, arm yourselves likewisthwhe
same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin;
- 1 Peter 3:174:1

This passage inspires two questions for those who of us who (are at least pretending to) believe in
soul sleep.

The first question: What is the overall thyh Peter is trying to communicate?

For me, | see is suffering. Trying to encourage us in our suffering, Peter at the beginning and end
of this passage talks of Jesus' suffering for us, and then admonishes us, to be armed with the same
mind.

Second quesin: What is the literal interpretation of the ver&y"which also he went and
preached unto the spirits in prison

Peter expounds on this verse with additional comments (the middle paragraph). Now, if you

believe thahe went and preached unto the ggiin prison when Christ suffered for us,
the thought in all these verses will flow together.

However, if you (really) believe in soul sleep, you would not believe that Jesus preached to the

di sobedient in Noah&s t i merdqubston Becomes, whyhirethe wer e
mi ddl e of discussing Jesus6 example of suffer.i
preaching during the time of the flood?

In using the flow of thought, like taking scripture in context, you should ask yourgasf likely,
or atleast possible, thahe author would be discussing your interpretation of a particular verse at
that point in his dissertation.

The difference between using the flow of thought and taking a verse in context is when you look
for conext you look for connections with the surrounding passages. Words sacidaor, but,
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so, then, foandtherefore For thoughts to harmonize they do not need to have any of these
actual connections, for instance in the introduction todpsstles, Paulas well as in many of the

other books of the Bible) often gives us a hint as to why he wrote the letter. Understanding his
motives will help us to understand and apply his instructions.

Understanding the flow of thought is essential to understanding psasages of scripture.

Rule #10: A short ungrammar lesson?
Here is a copy of a page from the codex Sinaiticus, (an early Greek New Testament).
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Notice that this early Greek manuscript is ALL CAPS, no spaces, not much punctuation.

Grammar and punctuation

Like this Greek manuscript, the ancient Hebrew Scriptures from Moses' time would be hard to
compare to modern English.

The early Greek and Hebrew Scriptures do not differentiate between upper and lower case letters.

"Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: thayall prosper that love theavould have read
something like: "PRAY FOR THE PEACE OF JERUSALEM: THEY SHALL PROSPER THAT
LOVE THEE."

The earliest Hebrew and Greek Scriptures did not place spaces between their words. These early

manuscripts

would read:

"PRAYFORTHEPEACEOFJERUSALEM: THEYSHALLPROSPERTHATLOVETHEE."

Even the punctuation in the ancient manuscripts is missing;

now it reads

PRAYFORTHEPEACEOFJERUSALEMTHEYSHALLPROSPERTHATLOVETHEE
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TheancientHebrew Scriptures, going even further, did not use voweset were added by
scribes years later, now it looks like you will need a Scribe to understand
PRYFRTHPCFIJRSLMTHYSHLLPRSPRTHTLVTH

And if that were not enough the Hebrew reads
HTVLTHTRPSRPLLHSYHTMLSRJFCPHTRFYRRhat is from right to left).

Fortunately, tkir vocabulary was smaller than ours. And to make up for the lack of vowels in the
Hebrew, there were enough consonants in a word to decipher it. In addition, some letters looked
different when placed at the end (make that the beginning for the Hebrawjartl. Moreover,

the Greek used more inflections. For instance, a single Greek verb could have nearly 400 different

spellings**today English has replaced most of these inflections with fixed word location.

The importanpoint of this ungrammar lesson is not to place too much emphasis on verse's
grammar or punctuation. Capital letters, paragraph spacing, and other punctuation, may be subject
to your sincere challenge. This is true in both the Old and New Testamentsei# tta@refore, as

you trust your interpretation to a comma. For this example, we will look at a passage whose
interpretation is debated by those who believeonl sleep

And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy
kingdom. And Jesus said unto him, Verily | say tmée, Todayshalt thou
be with me in paradise.Luke 23:4243

Those Christians who believe in soul sleep, (kmgvthat early manuscripts are missing commas)
move the comma (after the word thee) in the verse:

Verily | say unto thegtoday shalt thou be with me in paradise.

TO (after the word today):

Verily | say unto thee todaghalt thou be with me in paradise.

Thus doing, they change the meaning of the verse from a promise of being in paradise later that
day, to a promise of being in paradise in the future. This change is necessary to make the passage
fit their doctrine of soul sleep.

However, where should we plathe coma? Do we have a problem when a coma is missing from
early manuscripts? Using the rule taught in the chdgs® two or three witnesses to develop
doctrinelet us see if wean find any clues to this puzzle.

Fact 1: Jesus was recorded sevaityother times sayingVerily | say unto theg,

Fact 2: Jesus was never recorded in any other place sayanjy'l say unto thee today,

In the chapterl he Flow of Thought Should Harmonize saw that if we understood a verse
properly, the thoughts should flow in harmony.

Il f, in Lukeds Verlylsayruntp th@es sie was strassin:the importance of
the wordghat would follow.
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If Jesus saidVerily | say unto thee todagwith the comma aftetoday) shalt thou be with

me in paradiseThe wordtodaydid not add stress; (harmonize with the previous words) it only
added confusion. And, the confusion of this ormedvhas caused most Christians throughout the
centuries to misunderstand the verse.

Getting back on topic, it is important that in the English language, a comma in the wrong spot can
substantially change the meaning of a verse. While | do not have anglspkes on grammar, you
should be aware of the issue. With good hermenetitasg prayer, you should be able to parse
most grammatical structures in your Bible.

Jots and tittles

For verily | [Jesus] say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one
tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilledMatthew 5:18

Il n this statement, Jesus i s assuring uws that t
Law. This promise refers to the faithful reproductions in the original language, not to every

translation. For instance, with the evolution of our own language, we can see many differences in
punctuation. For example, these two verses say the samedhipghe first one was penned,

nearly fourhundred years later. The differences in punctuation are underlined.

But his father refused and sa@ know, my son, | know. He also shall

become a people, and he also shall be drbat truly his younger brotr
shall be greater than he, and his descendants shall become a multitude of

nationsQ - Genisis 48:19 NKJV

And his father refusgdnd said, | know it, my son, | know fte also shall

become a people, and he also shall be drbat truly his younger bither
shall be greater than he, and his seed shall become a multitude of nations.
Genisis 48:19 KJV

Italicized words

The translators of the King James Version (and some other versions) aditadicizedwords

to their translation to help smooth out tleading. However, since the italicized words are not in

the original manuscript, they should not change the meaning of a sentence. Nevertheless, the
translators italicized them to let you make the final decision. However, you must be careful in some
moden translations, as many do not make any eff
additions and the original manuscript.

Paragraphs

Some Bibles have paragraph maffsor bold verse numbers to indicate paragraph breaks. Today
many modern Bibledo not even have these. | will confess that | made some paragraph breaks in
this study to make the passages that were under scrutiny easier to follow.

As for the different Bible versions, l et ds | oo
anolder King James Version; its first paragraph break is at verse eleven. My New King James
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Version puts a paragraph break after verse four. The New International Version places the first
paragraph break after verse five. As you can see, there is not migth inghe paragraph breaks.

Chapter and verse numbers

The copyists and translators added the chapter and verse numbers to the Bible manuscripts fairly
recently:> We should use them only for locating individual verses,to divide a passage or
thought. There are many passages where the thought continues into the next chapter.

Mistake #21: Not Understanding That Words Lose Meaning in Translation

Some Rabbis have opposed translating the Sacred Scripture from Helorethartlanguages
because they feared some of the inspiration would be lost. It is difficult to translate poetry and
idioms that are unique to a culture, that is for sure.

However, excepting poetical structure, you can understand many of the difficdgpagproperly

with the aid of a goo@ible concordanceThis tool enables you to find any verse in the Bible in
minutes. It also gives a simple definition asftbws all the other places where the word is used in

its original language for comparison (the instructions on how to use a concordance are in the front
cover).

Here is an example of an idiom lost in translation. What i€itieeyelesus is speaking of?

But if thine eye be evjlthy whole body shall be full of darkness. If
therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!
- Matthew 6:23

If you will look up the passages of scripture whiemaentions an evil eye, two things will happen.
First, when you see what the passages have in common, you will understand what the idiom of the

evil eyerefers to. Second, when you understand this idiom, it may clarify some of the more

obscure passages ere it is used. Unfortunately, some modern translations leave ogvtheye
not discerning the need in a literal translation.

Il n anot her exampl e, |l et us |l ook at a verse con
(JW). Have you ever heard a JW to prove that Jesus iscieated beingIf so, he may have
used the following verse.

And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things
saith the Amen, the faithful and true witneakg, beginning of the creation
of God - Revelatior3:14

To those who believe Jesus is a created being, this verse seems to intpitjksbwever, let us
look at the wordeginninga little closer before concurring.

Since words can lose or change their definition in translation, the serious Biblet ssuoiely
concerned with the meaning intended by the original author. We will try to do this by looking up

t he Wwegdingg i n our c onc degihaingn Keveldfidn B:34 iswhe Greek
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word ar-khay The definition is, "A commencement, orieh(in various applications of order,
t i me, pl a'CHere are three athek Jeres where the word (in bold &mRhayis used.

And they watched him, and s$éorth spies, which should feign themselves
just men, that they might take hold of his words, that so they might deliver
him unto thepowerand authority of the governor.Luke 20:20

AND

Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the king@wd,to
even the Father; when he shall have put dowmnuddl and all authority
and power- 1 Corinthians 15:24

AND

For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are
complete in him, which is the head of@lincipality and power:
- Colossians 2:910

And, if you looked up the wordr-khay'yourself, you will see passages where it does rfiah
in time If Jesus were a created being (though it is circular reasoning), this verse may help confirm

it. However, since John used a word thas many meanings, this verse does not prove Jesus was a
created being.

After studying how the apostles used the warekhay'in the first century, (rather than how the

JWs use it in the twentjrst century). If Jesus is God the son, and our cré@tbe apostle John

was glorifying Jesus i n Rev dhefithfulanmd trig wiindss, wh e n
therule, principality and powelof the creation of Gaal .

Another common problem in translating fromanginal language is that words often have two or

more meanings. The wospirit in the Greek ipnyoo-mah The word spirit can also be
translated: a current of air, a breath, a blast, a breeze. In the following, the three bold words have
the same roetord.

Thewind blowethwhere it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but
canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is
born of theSpirit. - John 3:8

Some Bible passages really come to life when we understand ltiesfubf the Greek or Hebrew
words. This fullness comes when you |l ook wup

h

an

Words also change their meaning over ti me. For

bad! 0, he may be i mp ordbadghastcdme to havestwoi neanidigct i t e d .

andgood An example out of the King James Version of a word that has changed meaning:

Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him show
out of a goodtonversationhis works with meekness ofsdom.
- James 3:13
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Today the worcconversatiommeansto talk or to have a discussiom 1611 when they

translated the King James Version, the word mbaftavioror conduct Looking up archaic
words will confirm your interpretations when you are riglmigl &elp correct you, when you are

wrong.

Another tool to help you in translating is the Interlinear Bifldt places the original Hebrew or
Greek words on top and a corresponding English word underneath (the Old dresteawls from

right to left).

This next example shows

how

an I nterlinear

Since there is a lot of errors taught from a misunderstandibrpoiel's Seventy Weekge will
use it in this important thoughrgthily example.The passage reads:

Seventy weeks are determined upon thy pe@plé upon thy holy city, to
finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make
reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to
sal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most H@aniel 9:24

Daniel 10:1-4 (Reads from right to left)

CAP. X
CHAPTER 10

oNiH w137 o Ton wish iy s

,Daniel to  was a third the In
rcvaalsd thing year

bty N2 T PN -nzxwu‘a: Y RYWNR
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conflict (was) true name called

w8 B YR s B R 3TN I

the in to under-and the he And
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,ate !

days

until didl not atand my to did not and and not

myself ancint all ,mouth come wine flesh ; -
TYRWIOVWY BT Ew 2aY muhw mRSe

fourth and twenty the in And three
day

X Stun Smn Ty T e
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{is) river
R T A SO ot AR

days of weoks wore
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TN S

the cf
month
Y IR D

the by I as first

of side

was

Semaems s o dboce an

First, Daniel said there afgeventy
weeksAfter studying it, many
Christians believe this prophecy was
fulfilled. However the weeks are not
weeks of days, rather thaye weeks
of years.

Daniel 10:24 (Reads from

right to left)
The trouble comes, when teachers

decide that the wordieek was

originally defined aseven days
Then, since these days really mean
years, they will replace the word
daysfor yearswhen they interpret
other Bible propheciesHowever, if
the day-yearprinciple is wrong,
these teachers will proceed to
misinterpret other prophecy using the
faulty Line upon Linemethod
mentioned in analier chapter.

To show why thiglay-year principle does not work, using an interlinear Bible, look at the word

weeksn chapter ten of Daniel.

Readi Hebrew from

day®

ng right

to | eft  weeksofsee

( a c sing thé woyd days). Next looking at Daniel 9:24, the literal translation is

"Seventy sevens are determined upon thy people...". Because Daniel did wateks of days
as he did in chapter ten, it is wrong to teach that the weekswae&s of dayis chapter nine.
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Today we use the word decade to describe -g¢an period, however, in ancient Israel, the
decadewas a sevenear timeperiod (and the Hebrew word for it wagve The end of each
seven years was supposed to be a Sabbath year. Aftersesess (49 years) there was to be a
specialYear of Jubile€Leviticus 25).

23 A5MND D oS RN Any Snim -wisw | Daniel 9:2325

be- the At under- you give to have I now 0 Ssaid and .

of ginning .standing  in skill come ,Daniel Since thesevensvere not

TR PTTYAM D T TN UN) M3T RYY Tump | Sevensfdays, thelay

iyou greatly are for to have and com-the came  your yearp”nClple is built on

: beloved declare‘ come | ,mand forth supplications a false premise and any
24 =+=y -,-mn; -;;:-v" i) ) Hah okt I-',j ‘:‘1" r:' interpretation using it will

to as ;"G. SBVGMY weei(s the and matter the s0 be wrong.

decreed wvision understand heed

n '-‘ IHL"’ -l ' 2\525 -['"-7': q\y—bwu =, While we do not wanto

1 work a scripture verse to
slns make to and trans- the finish to ,holy your city asand your
of end an gremon to ,people death, we do want to

. si! IH - ‘-pl q- - \-\q ) n -\--L)‘ Spend more time on it if
N:A |" Divie) 9] = -I | we are going to use the

nnd vision seal to and evarlastmg nghteous to and Liniquity to and
prophecy up ness  in b,,ng Sl passage later to make a

25 === Ryt '7:2.'1'\‘ ”'!ﬂ‘ ::'l‘. oy _...”5, rule of interpretation or if
ToT r;* : 5 o < H . "7 the precise interpretation
an the from undazr-an en N ost oly the to and el
order of issuing ,stand Jknow anoint of any word is !mportant
for understanding.
Daniel 9:2325

After a Concordance and
an interinear Bible, you should have a lexicBhwill give a more detailed definition of the words
than the dictionaryinth®t r on g 6 s Qrothe Bllowinglverse, theeonly way to dedin
bowis to use a dictionary or |l exicon, as this
definition is interesting and should not be ignored.)

And | saw, and behold a white horse: and he that sat on him bad;a
and a crown was given untantt and he went forth conquering, and to
conguer. - Revelation 6:2

Rule #11: Use the Bible to Define Words in the Bible

As we seek a formula to understand scripture, we should keep in mind that it is God who enlightens
us to understand spiritual truthsowever, he often does that through the Bible. For instance, in

some passages, like Daniel chapter seven, the angel himself will give us the proper interpretation.
Yet what do we do with the other passages? For instance without the angel interpretingdor us

do we understand this vision of John in the book of Revelation?

And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the
sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve
stars:- Revelation 12:1
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To understand this gaage properly, we must know how our Lord would define the words:

woman sun moonandcrown of twelve stargo do this let us look at other passages to see
how the same symbolic words are defined. Since some words have several meanings, we should be
cardul and thoroughly research a particular word before coming to a conclusion. With this in mind,

let us look at other verses to how see they define the wordan

For as a young man marrieth a virgin, so shall thy sons marry thee: and as
the bridegroom rmiceth over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over thee.
- Isaiah 62:5

AND

| have likened the daughter of Zion to a comely and delicate woman.
- Jeremiah 6:2

AND

For | am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for | have espoused you to
one husband, thatmay present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.
- 2 Corinthians 11:2

In every parable where | saw a symbolic meaning\toenanrepresented Israel or the Church.
Now, | etds | ookSuaandmoenr ses containing

But unto you that fear my name shall thu $f righteousness arise with
healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the
stall. - Malachi 4:2

AND

Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for
light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for ssteand sweet for bitter!
- Isaiah 5:20

AND

The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell
in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined.
- Isaiah 9:2

AND

Ye are all the children of light, and the childrefhthe day: we are not of
the night, nor of darkness1 Thessalonians 5:5

AND

And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the
lesser light to rule the night: he made the stars al€denesis 1:16
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From these verses | see a etation between theun(or light) and good. And between theoon

(or darkness) and evil. Now let us search the scriptures farown of twelve starsWhere in
the Bible do we see the number twelve used?

Verily | say unto you, That ye which have folkolhme, in the regeneration
when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit
upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israklatthew 19:28

Could each star represent a tribe of Israel? Could they represent eachwaivbeapostles? The
way the Scripture uses twelve implies it may be a special number that God uses when he describes
his government.

Going back to the vision in Revelation 12:1, and using the Bible's own figurative language to
define words, it reads:

Andthere appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman [God's chosen
people] clothed with the sun [walking in righteousness], and the moon
under her feet [she has overcome Satan], and upon her head a crown of
twelve stars [twelve, because she is reigning wibll;Gtars because she
does so in righteousness]:Revelation 12:1

Rule #12: Understand the Topic Under Discussion

In order to understand a verse properly, we must understand the topic under discussion in the
passage or even better the topic of the wholgk. Does the Bible teach the earth is suspended on
pillars?

Which shaketh the earth out of her place, and the pillars thereof tremble.
-Job 9:6

AND

: : for the pillars of the earth are
upon them: 1 Samuel 2:8

Some Bible skeptics use passages like these to prove the scriptures are not scientific ofTi@liable.
see if this accusation has any merit, lets study it from two different perspectives.

The first perspective:

Do the above verses actually teach that thithes set on pillars? The first verse is from Job, and
the skeptic is selectively quoting from him, for a little later in his book Job will very specifically
say:

He [the Lord] stretcheth out the north over the empty place, and hangeth
the earth upon nothg. - Job 26:7

As we try to learn from the scripture, here are some things we should try to remember. The
first two points were covered in their own chapters.
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u Beware of taking Scriptre Verses Out of Context
i Know Who is Speaking, and to Whom He is Speaking

Then we must try to understand what a topic of the scripture passage is. For example:

Imagine that youee a beautiful sunset and it inspires you to cry d¥pw, what a beautiful

sunseto Since your topic is the beauty of the ev
be able to understand you. Yet suppose some Htralsays that you do not kmowhat you are
talking about. Everyone knows that the sun doe

Now if you do not like to appear foolish, you could look up synonyms for the swingetin
order to save you some time | looked up sunset in a thesangifeundevening, sundown,

dusk, twilight, night, day's ernwhdnightfall’. Since none of these synonyms acknowledge
that it is the earth that rotates, and not the sun that sets, paleontologists a thousand years from now
can assume that our whole cuéus ignorant of this basic cosmological truth. In the mean time, we

can be content using the wasdinset

Any mindless person, who wishes, can deliberately misunderstand you. Their quoting your
description of a sunset does not prove that you do not kmaiwit tis the earth rotating and not the
sun setting.

This test will help you to see the importance of the topic when we are trying to understand
scripture.

Question 1 In describing God's majesty, Job says:

Which shaketh the earth out of her place, draillars
thereof tremble- Job 9:6

1. Heis describing God who can do things past finding out.
2. He s telling us he believes the Earth is on pillars.
3. He is describing the recent event of Noal
3. Heis describing the Bte of Armageddon.
Question 2 When Job says:

He stretcheth out the north over the empty place, and hangeth
the earth upon nothing.Job26:7

1. Heis describing God who can do things past finding out.
2. He s telling us he believes the Eargthung on nothing.
3. Heis describing the creation week.

Queston3 When (Samuel és mot her) Hannah says:
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For the pillars of the earth are the
the world upon them.1 Samuel 2:8

1. She is teaching a class in geology.

2. She is teaching a class in cosmology.

2.  She is worshiping God when he answered her prayer.
Question 4,1t says in the book of Joshua:

So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and hasted not to
go down about a whole dayJoshua 10:13

1. Joshua is teaching us that the sun circles the earth.

2. The Book of Joshua is teaching that Joshua commanded the sun (and moon)
not to move. At this command, God did a miracle aifds we now
understandyst opped t he earthdés rotation.

Question 5, This chapterlnderstanding the topic under discussi@aches:

1. That you can use any verse to make doctrine as long as the doctrine makes
sense.

2. That you cannot use the Bible as a scientific reference.

3. Caution against reaalj something into a passage that the writer never
intended.

4. Not to read your own topic into a passage of scripture.

The second perspectiveRemember; at the beginning of the chapter, | said there were two
perspectives. The second is that theheggally is set on pillars:

Perhaps God did establish the earth on pillars. One theory that makes sense in contemporary
understanding implies that there is a subterranean water system. The theory includes pillars that
separate the earthdhdscrowste. fEomether €eas out of
Psalm 18:15, Psalm 24:2, Psalm 104:3 and Psalm 136:6.

While this theory is too involved to go into h
websitewww.creationscience.com/onlinebookt this website, Dr. Brown Ph.D. proposes a
hydro-plate theory that shows the connection between much of the natural phenomena we see

today and Noahos fl ood. Anlgactutate whedhe bapill@asy hav e
after all.

Rule #13: Be Consistent in Your Application of Rules

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from
the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of
turning.- James 1:17

More studies at: www.th&ospel.org Page71of 89


http://www.creationscience.com/onlinebook/

Though being consistent is essential to sound doctrine, it is obvious that consistency by itself is
nothing. It should go without saying, that if you are applying foolish principles, applying them
consistently will be of no value. On the other thaih you cannot apply a rule of interpretation
consistently, then you not the rule become the final arbiter. Therefore, you should discard any rule
that does not work consistently.

Rules for Studying Prophecy
Prophecy is a special portion of the scriptutés in the fulfilled prophecy that we see the divine

signature. And, it is in the unfulfilled prophecy that we usually see most contradictions in
interpretations. Therefore, here are some special rules to apply in your study of eschatology.

Rule #14: God Knows the End From the Beginning

Be careful not to fall into the trap of saying or thinkiddnis prophecy cannot come to pass
God knew the end at the beginning. All prophecy from God will happen exactly as he has spoken it
since the beginning.

If thou say in thine heart, How shall we know the word which the LORD
hath not spoken? When a prophet speaketh in the name of the @D,
thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which the LORD
hath not spokenbut the prophet hath spoken it puenptuously: thou shalt
not be afraid of him: Deuteronomy 18:21

Concerning prophecy, God says it is all or nothing. Now let us look at an example. Many
professing Christians believe the nation of Israel is no longer Gods chosen people. With their
preconeived idea, the following passages in Zechariah are completely lost to them.

Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round
about, when they shall be in the siege both against Judah and against
Jerusalem. And in that day wilhhake Jerusalem a burdensome stone for
all people: all that burden themselves with it shall be cut in pig¢hesgh

all the people of the earth be gathered together against it

- Zechariah 12:23

AND

Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, and thy spoil sleadlivided in the

midst of thee. Fol will gather all nationsagainst Jerusalem to battle; and
the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and
half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people
shal not be cut off from the citythen shall the LORD go forth, and fight
against those nationsas when he fought in the day of battle.

- Zechariah 14:13

I n discussing the end days with manyThiShri st i an

prophe¢ cannot cometHtexr ,palsesyd believe that man
conditional.

More studies at: www.th&ospel.org Page72of 89



l't is true that when Godds prophesies to an in
mission of the prophet, using his gift of prophecy; he treetlitn people from their sin, and to

thereby avert the very doom he predicted. One example is when God sent Jonah to Nineveh. Some
have suggested, that Jonahoés prophecy failed (
opposite is t rgcausedtheopaopldtd epep)r eac hi n

And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's journey, and he cried, and
said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrewlonah 3:4

AND

When | say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him not
warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his
life; the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will |
require at thine hand- Ezekiel 3:18

While the purpose of prophecy will always be to turn people from ¢ieithere are two types that

are never conditional. The prophecies of Jesus
and events prophesied were absolute. This same rule goes for prophecies concerning the end days.
They should turn us from sand they are absolute.

Remember this, and show yourselves men: bring it again to mind, O ye
transgressors. Remember the former things of old: for | am God, and there
is none else; | am God, and there is none like Deelaring the end from

the beginning and from ancient times the things that are not yet done,
saying,My counsel shall standand | will do all my pleasure:

- Isaiah 46:810

AND

Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to
escape all these thingisat shall comeo passand to stand before the Son
of man. - Luke 21:36

It is the absolute and uncondition@dture of the Messianic prophecies that turn people from their
sin. The question is, will we understand them and thereby make a proper application in our own
lives? Only if you believe that God knows the end from the beginning.

Rule #15: Prophecy is a Jigsaw Puzzle
If there be a prophet among you, | the LORD will make myself known unto
him in a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream. My servant Moses is
notso, who is faithful in all mine house. With him will | speak mouth to
mouth, even apparently, and notdark speeches; and the similitude of the
LORD shall he behold: Numbers 12:6t8a

The Hebrew word fodarkis kheedaw'. It translates as a puzzleniee a trick, conundrum,
sententious maxirt.
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It is the glory of God to conceal a thing: but the honor of kings is to search
out a matter- Proverbs 25:2

In The Book of Numbers, the Lord tells Aaron and Miriam thatifferdntiates between Moses
and other prophets. To Moses the Law Giver, He would speak plainly. To the other prophets (and
reading them will confirm this truth) he spoke in parables, using symbolic language.

And the disciples came, and said unto him, Wfgakest thou unto them in
parables? He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to
know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not-given.
Matthew 13:1611

Some points about a jigsaw puzzle:

Vv If you use enough forcgpu can get the wrong pieces to fit together.
Vv If you put the wrong pieces together the picture will not be what the artist intended.
VvV When the right pieces are fit, they will just snap together!

To be honest, for some Christians, studying the Bible is eyt exciting. Where there should be a
magnificent sunrise, they see modern art. While excitement is not perfect evidence that what you
believe is true, if there is no excitement in your Bible studies (assuming you have a relationship
with the Lord) you mayave some puzzle pieces in the wrong place.

The prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a dream; and he that hath my
word, let him speak my word faithfully. What is the chaff to the wheat?
saith the LORD.

Is not my word like as a fire saith the LORD; ad like a hammer that
breaketh the rock in pieces? Therefore, behold, | am against the prophets,
saith the LORD, that steal my words ey from his neighbor.

- Jeremiah 23:280

So how can you tell if your puzzle pieces are in the right place? Yotigeréy studying the

fulfilled prophecies of the Lordés first comin
prophecies, though a little like puzzle pieces, they read plainly. In fact so plainly, that there is little
disagreement among Christiansonthemt er pr et ati on. Once you have

then try studying prophecy about the end times. Does your interpretation read as plainly as the
prophecies of Jesus' first coming?

An example is in Ezekiel 38. A common interpretation of this peap is that Russia will invade
Israel immediately before or just after the start of the Great Tribulation period. Let us test this
theory. However, before you do this exercise, read all of Ezekiel 38:1 to verse 39:29.

If these events happen shortly attiee start of the great tribulation will:

And you shall go up, coming like a storm. You shalikegea cloud to
cover the landyou and all your bands, and many peoples with you.
- Ezekiel 38:9
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Will these nations recover to come up against Israel agaen years later at the end of the Great
Tribulation?

While other prophets predict a huge multitude of people come to the battle of Armageddon at the
end of The Great Tribulation, do aoyherprophets predict a huge multitude will come up to
Israel at tle beginning of the Great Tribulation?

And you shall come up on My people Israel like a cloud, to cover the land.
It shall be in the last days, and | will bring you against My lasalthat the
nations may know Meavhen | shall be sanctified in you, O Ghgfore

their eyes:- Ezekiel 38:16

Will the nations come to know the Lord right before the Great Tribulation?

For in My jealousy and in the fire of My wrath | have spoken, Surely in that
day there shall be a great quaking in the land of Israel, sotheatish of

the sea, and the birds of the heavens, and the beasts of the field, and all
creeping things that creep on the earth, and all the men on the face of the
earth, shall quake at My presence. And the mountains shall be thrown
down, and the steep mes shall fall, and every wall shall fall to the

ground.- Ezekiel 38:120

When do the other prophets say these events will happen? Before or after the Great Tribulation?

So | will magnify Myself and sanctify Myself. And | will be known in the
eyes ofnany nations, and they shall know that | am Jehovah.
- Ezekiel 38:23

If the Lord were to make himself known in the eyes of many nations, will they still take the mark
of the beast?

And again, will they come up to the battle of Armageddon only seven latars

You shall fall on the mountains of Israel, you and all your bands, and the
people with you. | will give you for food to the birds of prey of every kind,
and to the beasts of the fieldezekiel 39:4

When does another prophet say the Lord wédfehe birds in this manner?

And | will make My holy name known in the midst of My people Israel. And
| will not let them profane My holy name any more. And the nations shall
know that | am Jehovah, the Holy One in Isradlzekiel 39:7

When do any othreprophets predict that Israel will come to know the Lord Jehovah?
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And they that dwell in the cities of Israel shall go forth, and shall set on fire
and burn the weapons, both the shields and the bucklers, the bows and the
arrows, and the handstaves, at@ spears, and they shall burn them with

fire seven years - Ezekiel 39:9

As | read the portion of scripture surrounding verse nine, it sounds like agesecelebration,
could this really be happening at the beginning of@tieat Tribulation

As | hope you saw, the pieces do not fit very well. If Russia invaded Israel at the end of the Great
Tribulation; would the pieces of the puzzle fit better when answering the above questions?

One final point in concluding, though we study diligently, weymot understand all prophecy
until after the Lordoés return. For an exampl e
this prophecy in the book of Jeremiah:

Thus saith the LORD; A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, and bitter
weeping; Ralel weeping for her children refused to be comforted for her
children, because they were nofleremiah 31:15

Many years later, during the Roman occupation of Israel, Matthew records:

Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was
exceedig wroth, andsent forth, and slew all the children that were in
Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two years old and under
according to the time which he had diligently inquired of the wise men.
Then was fulfilled that which was spoken byedey the prophet, saying, In
Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great
mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be comforted,
because they are notMatthew 2:1618

Before Herod's reign, it would have impossibletogod i ct from Jeremiahds pr
was going to massacre the children of Bethlehem. Now, after the fulfillment, this prophecy, though
morbid, is easy to understand. Perhaps we shall not finish the whole puzzle before we get to

heaven, for as Pauhl:

For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now | know
in part; but then shall | know even as also | am known.
- 1 Corinthians 13:12

Even so, there are many prophecies of the end times that we can understand. For instance:

Men [will be] fainting from fear, and expecting those things which have
come on the earth. For the powers of the heavens shall be shaken.
- Luke 21:26
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