Divorce and Remarriage
Dealing Treacherously Against the Wife of Your Youth

Many Christians believe we should divorce our second wife

Actually, I am married to my first wife and have been since 1982. We have seven children and they are all
believers and wk in the salvation provided by Jesus Christ. Therefore, | have no personal motive on how to
treat a second wife other than trying to forward the will of God.

Many others contending to forward the will of God believe that if a Christian was previousigdnarrat least
if the wife was previously married, they should separate or divorce. They use this quote from Jesus for the ba
of their argument:

But I [Jesus]say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of
fornication, @useth her to commit adultery: amtghosoever shall marry her that is divorced
committeth adultery- Matthew 5:32

However, did Jesus cormand htah e to dieorceihg wite cneed®seesttes i
verse? Is she even hiswife? Are¢ y | awf ul |y married? Whadavingforeahe Jes
cause of fornicatiomd? Bef ore you divorce your wife, please
sacred scripture as we seek Gaddés will on this t

Therefore take heed to your spirit, and let none deal treacherously against the wife of his youth.
- Malachi 2:15b

God hates divorce:
What therefore God hath joined togethlet,not man put asunder- Mark 10:9
For the LORD, the God of Israel, saitiat he hateth putting away - Malachi 2:16a

As a Christian, have you, or do you know others who use Matthew 5:32 to teach men to separate from their
wives? The premise of this detnotdnan putasuhdare Miwm@ ir Aamm @ n
once erred in speaking against a marriage. You can read the whole account in Numbers 12.

And Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Ethiopian woman whom he had
married: for he had married an Ethiopian womanNumbers 12:1

Unless Goddlls you personally that he did not join them together, like Aaron, you may be walking on thin ice.

And the anger of the LORD was kindled against tfidiriam and Aaron for speaking against
Moses] and he departed. And the cloud departed from off themalote; and, behold, Miriam
became leprous, white as snow: and Aaron looked upon Miriam, and, behold, she was leprous.
And Aaron said unto Moses, Alas, my lord, | beseech thee, lay not the sin upon us, wherein
we have done foolishlyand wherein we havensied. Let her not be as one dead, of whom the
flesh is half consumed when he cometh out of his mother's wdwumbers 12:912

The prophet ThdORDstheiGodohlsrael, saitf that he hateth puttingaway Thi s i s t
of the Bible. Whie there are many examples of fornication and adultery in scripture, there are no instances
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where the Lord took delight in or commanded a married couple to get a divorce (We will examine chapter 10
Ezra).

David committed a terrible sin with Bathshebammitting both adultery and murder. Shortly after murdering
Bat hshebads husband:

David sent and fetchg@athsheba}o his house, and she became his wife, and bore him a son.
But the thing that David had done displeased the LORDSamuel 11:27b

ThoughGod rebuked Davidoés sin through the prophet N
command David to divorce Bathsheba. Is it possible that God cared about Bathsheba? Where might she hav
ended up if David had dumped her?

Why does God hate divore?

And this have ye done agaogvering the altar of the LORD with tearsvith weeping, and with
crying out, insomuch that he regardeth not the offering any more, or receiveth it with good will
at your hand.- Malachi 2:13

Yet ye say, Wherefore? Becatlse LORD hath been witness between thee and the wife of thy
youth, against whom thou hast dealt treacheraugdy is she thy companion, and the wife of
thy covenant - Malachi 2:14

And did not he make one? Yet had he the residue of the Apulitvherebre one? That he
might seek a godly seed@herefore take heed to your spirit, and let none deal treacherously
against the wife of his youth.Malachi 2:15

For the LORD, the God of Israel, saith that he hateth putting awégr one covereth violence
with his garment, saith the LORD of hosts: therefore take heed to your spirit, that ye deal not
treacherously.- Malachi 2:16

One reason God hates divorce is that he is looking for godly children. Our interpretation of Scripture must do
the same thing, thas not hinder the raising of godly children. | have known some couples, who in trying to
obey the church elders separated. In every case, the children suffered, many becoming bitter against the Lor
Look at this doctrine of divorce. It hurts the children!

Some teach that God forbids only women to remarry:

Some brothers teach that it is okay to remarry or remain remarried if only the husband had a previous spouse
However, they must separate if the woman comes from a previous marriage. They use the freidvasg
proof.

But | [Jesus]say unto you, é Whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth adultery.
- Matthew 5:32

They note that Jesus did not say anything in the passage that forbade a woman from marrying a man who wz
divorced. Jesus mayatie named only the woman because it was a polygamist culture, a husband could take a
second wife and still reconcile to his first one. However, once a wife remarries she can never reconcile with h
first husband. For those under the law it would be amadmtion. Moses taught:
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When a man hath taken a wife, and married her, and it come to pass that she find no favor in his
eyes, because he hath found some uncleanness in her: then let him write her a bill of
divorcement, and give it in her hand, and senddug of his house

And when she is departed out of his house, she may go and be another man's wife. And if the
latter husband hate her, and write her a bill of divorcement, and giveth it in her hand, and
sendeth her out of his house; or if the latter lamsbdie, which took her to be his wife;

Her former husband, which sent her away, may not take her again to be his aifer that

she is defiledfor that is abomination before the LORDand thou shalt not cause the land to

sin, which the LORD thy God @ith thee for an inheritance. Deuteronomy 24:4

Even though todaydés culture frowns on polygamy,
First, it was the way Israel supported a childless widow (See Deuteronom¥@5Berhaps afterlaattle,

there could be a shortage of men and polygamy could provide support and a family to an otherwise single
women. This study is not an argument for polygamy, yet when ancient Israel esteemed to the law, even with
polygamy, they had a more Godly cuttitthen we have today. Today we consider split families and fatherless
households as being normal.

Because polygamy is a sin in our culture, it is impossible for a husband who has remarried to be reconciled tc
his first wife without divorcing his second. itsnot than the same sin in our culture, to mduirg that is
divorced,as it was in ancient Israel toarry her that is divorced

Marriage is not what God hates. He hates divorce.

Jesus and the law
Did Jesus change the Law of Moses or replace it wiB\a Testament Law?

And the Pharisees came to him, and asked him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife?
tempting himAnd he answered and said unto them, What did Moses command you?

And they said, Moses suffered to write a bill of divorcement, apdttoer away.

And Jesus answered and said unto them, For the hardness of your heart he wrote you this
precept. - Mark 10:25

*k%k

And he saith unto them, Whosoever shall put away his wife, and marry another, committeth
adultery against her. And if a wean shall put away her husband, and be married to another,
she committeth adultery.Mark 10:1112

Some believe that Jesus changed the law at this point, by speaking against divorce. Moses had no prohibitio!
divorce; while Jesus is now saying itliegal to do so. However, Jesus did not change the law, for he also said:

Think not that | am come to destroy the law, or the prophdtam not come to destroy, but to
fulfill . For verily | say unto youTill heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittleadhin no
wise @ass from the lawtill all be fulfilled.

Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so,
he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heavbnt whosoever shall do and teach them,
the same shabe called great in the kingdom of heaveMatthew 5:1719
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Jesus did not say, do not breetke Ten Commandments he s ai d ;onedobthesedeast br e ak fi
commandments. We must wunderstand all Jesusd wolizedhat o0 n
the early church (when it was all Jewish until Acts 1012518) was under the law.

And when thefdames and the church elders at Jerusatezaid it, they glorified the Lord, and
said unto him, Thou seest, brother, how many thousands of Jea/atbavhich believe; and
they are all zealous of the law

And they are informed of thee, that thdéaul] teachest all the Jews which are among the
Gentiles to forsake Mosesaying that they ought not to circumcise their children, neither to
walk afterthe customs.

What is it therefore? the multitude must needs come together: for they will hear that thou art
come.

Do therefore this that we say to thee: We have four men which have a vow on them;

Them take, and purify thyself with them, and be at @savgth them, that they may shave their
heads: and all may know that those things, whereof they were informed concerning thee, are
nothing; but that thou thyself also walkest orderly, and keepest the law

As touching the Gentiles which believe, we havetien and concluded that they observe no
such thing,save only that they keep themselves from things offered to idols, and from blood,
and from strangled, and from fornicationActs 21:2025

Most Christians are surprised to see that Paul himself kegawh(Acts 21:24). It is important to realize that
Jesus did not do away with the law. Only the false prophets and unlearned teachers replace the Law of Mose
with another law.

It is also important to realize that for the Gentile Christians to come timeléaw of Moses they must also
come under the curse.

For as many as are of the works of the law are under the cufeeit is written, Cursed is
every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.
- Galatians 3:10
Then Paul said to the saints in Galatia:
But if ye be led of the Spirige are not under the law- Galatians 5:18
(For those who have the fruit of the Spirdgainst such there is no law- Galatians 5:23

There are two important points to wmdtand. First, if you are under the Law of Moses, you are under the curse.

Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by tlye lang; fallen
from grace - Galatians 5:4

Second, since Jesus did not replace the Law of Mdsge replace it, we come under a curse.

But though we, or an angel from heavpreach any other gospeinto you than that which we
have preached unto yolet him be accursedAs we said before, so say | now ag#iany man
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preach any other gospel da you than that ye have received, let him be accursed
- Galatians 1:89

Therefore, the New Covenant is not a new law.

Christ is become of no effect unto yatnosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen
from grace - Galatians 5:4

But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the lawGalatians 5:18

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
meekness, temperan@gainst such there is no law- Galatians 5:2223

So speak ye, and so,ds they that shall be judged by the of liberty. - James 2:12

Now returning to our topic, when a brother counsels a man to put away his wife, is it to fulfill the righteousnes
that comes from the law, or is it because he believes divorce is g ot If it is to fulfill the righteousness of

the | aw, | i st e@hristi®becsrheact no effaal Unto goa, yisosoevar of you are justified by the
law; ye are fallen from grace. I f a brother is counseteingiowedythe or c e
divorce?

Is the divorce an act of love to the children? No, | have never seen any benefit for the children, though | have
seen several families where the children grew bitter against God because of the parents that split in order to
keepthe works of the law. Jesus gives a dire warning for those who would cause a child to stumble.

And whosoever shall offend one of these little ones that believe in me, it is better for him that a
millstone were hanged about his neck, and he were cashtet.- Mark 9:42

Is the divorce an act of love to the wife? Again, | have never seen any benefit for the wife. | personally know
one woman who divorced her second husband because she thought the marriage was illegitimate. Later as &
lonely single womapnshe finally remarried. The guilt caused from this doctrine of divorce returned and now she
is divorced for a third time. She is lonely, getting older, suffering deep emotional turmoil. Now with no man,
who is going to care for her?

And he said, Woe unimu also, ye lawyers! for ye lade men with burdens grievous to be borne,
and ye yourselves touch not the burdens with one of your fingetke 11:46

***

Andthis have ye done again, covering the altar of the LORD with tears, with weeping, and
with crying out, insomuch that he regardeth not the offering any more, or receiveth it with good
will at your hand[ € Because the LORD hath been witness between thee and the wife of thy
youth,against whom thou hast dealt treacherouslet is she thy companiomathe wife of

thy covenant[é ] Therefore take heed to your spirit, and let none deal treacheroagiginst

the wife of his youth. For the LORD, the God of Israel, saithithdtateth putting awayfor

one covereth violence with his garment, saith th&D®f hosts: therefortake heed to your

spirit, that ye deal not treacherously Malachi 2:1316

Finally, is it love to punish a sister for trying to do what is right? Try to judge a case between these two young
women. One committed fornication as a ggwoman and then many years later married. The other, to avoid
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fornication married, later her husband leaves her for another woman. How is it love, to forbid her from
marrying (being loved and having her and her children provided for) when she has tomg woong?

The church should not advocate punishing a believer for committing fornication before they came to the faith.
Why should we be harder on those sisters who were not in fornication?

When is divorce an act of love?
Divorce is an act of love winethe husband is so cruel, that his wife is better off without him. Jesus said:

He saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put away your
wives: but from the beginning it was not sdMatthew 19:8

A Christian husbandhould never be abusive. The sorry truth is however that many husbands still have a hear
of stone; there is an epidemic of spousal abuse in this country. When God allows a divorce, it may be an act
mercy toward these women.

If the second marriage is ilegitimate, is it really a divorce?

Some teach that because Je sbhamarriedto ahothierf shesconamittptut a w
adulten0 t he second marriage 1Is illegitimate, and th

This is a common arguent for those who believe in separating couples that are in a second marriage, yet it
sounds like it is coming from an attorney not a Christian. The fact is however, the man in a second marriage i
the legitimate husband.

Jesus said untfthe woman at t& well], Thou hast well said, | have no husband: For thou hast
had five husbands; and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: in that saidst thou truly.
- John 4:17k18

If Jesus said her husbands were her husbands, were they her husbands? Event lietr iBrst marriage, the
wife should obey her husband and not someone else who is troubling her marriage. For the man, even if he i
not her first husband, he is to love his wife and not listen to those who trouble their marriage.

[Paul said]l would they were even cut off which trouble yeuGalatians 5:12

There is not one verse of scripture that teaches the wife not to obey her husband or the husband not to love |
wife.

A marriage covenant is a covenant

When you enter into a covenant, like anytract, it is binding. The Old Testament was a covenant, an eternal
contract. The Christian entered into a New Covenant, Jesus' testament to be specific. Though gentile Christic
never entered into the Old Testament, for those who have, it is still finsknfor it being still binding Malachi
referring to the end days said:

Remember ye the law of Moses my servawtiich | commanded unto him in Horeb for all
Israel, with the statutes and judgments. Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet before the
coning of the great and dreadful day of the LORMalachi 4:45

Even Paul was still bound by the Old Testament:
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Them take, and purify thyself with them, and be at charges with them, that they may shave their
heads: andall may know that those things, wherethey were informed concerning thee

[Paul], are nothing; but that thou thyself also walkest orderly, and keepest the law

- Acts 21:24

Jesus could not have made it clearer that the Old Testament is still binding.

Think not that | am come to destroy thevJ@r the prophets: | am not come to destroy, but to
fulfill. For verily | say unto youTill heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no
wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.

Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least codmaants, and shall teach men so, he
shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the
same shall be called great in the kingdom of heavbtatthew 5:1719

The marriage covenant is patterned after the covemdwelkn Christ and His Church, see Ephesians 5:21
32.When you enter into a marriage covenant, like any contract, it is binding. When a couple divorce they are
breaking this covenant. When a brother counsels a couple in their second marriage to sepyesiedeaskimng

them to continue breaking their covenants.

Two wrongs do not make a right. Each time we break our covenants we are sinning. Let those who believe tf
are a Christian repent and ask for forgiveness for any covenants they broke in the padoagdr break their
covenants in the future.

Two reasons for marriage
The first reason is to raise up Godly children. The second is to avoid fornication.

Nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let every man have his own wife, and let every woman have
her ovn husband.- 1 Corinthians 7:2

This may be a little blunt; however, this doctrine on divorce has split up many marriages. How many of these
people | ater fell into fornication? Does not any
to avoid fornication?

Jesus made an exception for divorce in the case of fornication

It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement:
But | say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his gaféng for thecause of fornication
causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth
adultery. - Matthew 5:3132

Jesus did make one exception for divorce, a wife who commits fornication. When a husband really loves his
wife andshe cheats on him, it is devastating. While some have committed murder and or suicide, Jesus only
allowed the husband to put her away.

There are those who try to distinguish the difference between fornication and adultery. They suggest that you
may not dvorce a wife who commits adultery after marriage; you may only divorce one who committed
fornication before marriage. Again, this sounds like an attorney not a Christian. The truth is that the definition
of fornication includes adultery. Since Jesus ditlexclude adultery in this verse, we should probably not do so
either.
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In ancient times, the husband and children were to provide for their wives and mothers in their old age. A
husband divorcing his wife would leave her on the street a beggar or fortceremarry. However, when a
wife committed adultery, her reduced circumstances would have been her own fault.

Paul said that Christian men are to love their wives as Christ loved the church, and gave himself for it. Jesus
gave himself for the church be®we turned from our sins. If Jesus is our example for giving of ourselves, no
sacrifice is too great. When we try to live up to this standard, our marriage may improve; however, our
relationship with God wil/ I mp race many havetbeemable to forgiveh a
a cheating spouse, heal the marriage and prevent the divorce.

The troubling passage on divorce in Ezra 10

And Shechaniah the son of Jehiel, one of the sons of Elam, answered and said unto Ezra, We
have trespassed agatrsur God, and have taken strange wives of the people of the land: yet
now there is hope in Israel concerning this thing.

Now therefore let us make a covenant with our God to put away all the wives, and such as are
born of them, according to the counsehwf lord, and of those that tremble at the
commandment of our God; and let it be done according to the-l&ara 10:23

When Israel came back into the land after the Babylonian captivity many brought back pagan wives (the lead
were the worst offends). Chapter 10 of Ezra implies that to prevent the country from returning to paganism
and facing more of Goddés wrath, there was a whol

Another solution this chapter did not mentioned was that these pagaerveomuld convert to Judaism. In
Esther 8:17, there was a mass conversion of pagans to Judaism after Mordecai the Jew rose to power.

It would have been acceptable for these Babylonian women to convert to Judaism to avoid being divorced.
Personally, | belieed this happened in some cases. Since Scripture is silent on the subject, we do not know if
this mass divorce really was pleasing to God.

¢ He may have been thankful for their willingness to make such a big sacrifice.

e He may have beerappy at their willingness to put their paganism away at any cost.
However, history shows troubled times ahead for Israel, both the Greek and Roman occupation were cruel.
There is little else to commend Israel for in her relationship to God at this tiradagttchapter in Nehemiah
shows that before that generation passed away, Israel was already backsliding. Maybe God was not as
impressed with this generation as we could hope.
Later, we see in Jesus6 time t heodwasiodkmg farpuritydie J e
heart. The Jews despised the Samaritans because of their racial impurity, while at the same time we see that

Jesus did not.

For all these reasons, it may be wise to look at the divorces in Ezra 10 as a piece of historgr Himet
justify your behavior based on their behavior unless you want to come to their end.

Concerning marriage, my counsel is this,

If you are a single adult:
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Foll ow Paul és advice (it 1s advice notyoareatlyaesimea nd
it is okay to marry:

Art thou loosed from a wife? seek not a wife. But and if thou marry, thou hast not sinned.
- 1 Corinthians 7:27k28a

*k%k

He that is married careth for the things that are of the world, how he may please hiSheife.

is difference also between a wife and a virgin. The unmarried woman careth for the things of the
Lord, that she may be holy both in body and in spirit: but she that is married careth for the
things of the world, how she may please her husbaddCorinthians 7:3334

*k%k

Nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let every man have his own wife, and let every woman have
her own husband- 1 Corinthians 7:2

If you are in your first marriage:
Now God calls us to obedience.
e Wives obey your own hushds
e Husbands love your wives as Christ loved the church
The Lord expects us to remain married. The exception to this is that you may seek a divorce if you have an
unbelieving heart or heart of stone. For the sake of your judgment day howeverayseek the Lord for a
new heart, rather than seeking a divorce.
Wives, submit yourselves unto yown husbands, as unto the Lord. For the husband is the
head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the savior of the body.

Therdore as the church is subject unto ChristJedathe wives be to their own husbands in
everything - Ephesians 5:224

***

Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;
- Ephesians 5:25

***

Art thou bound umt a wife? seek not to be loosedl Corinthians 7:27a

***

And unto the married | command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife depart from her
husband: - 1 Corinthians 7:10

***
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